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Classic Athens Hotels

Classical Bahy Grand Hotel ® Omonia ® Trendy (70 rms)

Honored on Condé Nast Traveller’s Hot List and ranked among the 65 best
new places to stay in the world, Classical Baby Grand puts the hip into hip-
ster. Of course, the Mini Cooper reception desk, Moét & Chandon Bar, and
rain forest restaurant help. A boutique hotel that puts all others to shame, it
had the foresight to commission a series of 55 graffiti rooms designed and
painted by some of Athens’ hottest artists before they were hot. Being so cen-
tral, this Baby is perfect for those of you on a city break with an insatiable
need for anything but the status quo. €€ Athinas 65 (Lycourgou),
210.325.0900, classicalhotels.com

Classic Athens Restaurants

Ariston Bakery ® Syntagma e Bakery

Established in 1910, Ariston Bakery is a necessary stop for anyone passing
through Athens. One of the oldest bakeries in Athens, it offers a unique variety
of traditional, homemade pies freshly baked on the premises daily. Pies here
come both sweet and savory, so expect to find the bakery mixing things up with
a decadent, colorful array of pie fillings, from mixed vegetables to bewitching
chocolate to Ariston’s famous handmade cheese pies known as kourou. Of
course, no matter which pie you choose, you can be assured that every flaky
forkful is a true slice of Athens. Mon, Wed, and Sat 7:30am-6pm, Tue and Thu
7:30am-9pm. € - Voulis 10 (Karayioryi Servias), 210.322.7626

Café Boheme ® Kolonaki ® Cafe

Romantic lighting and a low-key, semirustic décor beckon passersby into this
cozy retreat, where comfort food—such as fried Norwegian cod with puréed
potatoes and boiled greens—is served at small tables or else in two ample nooks
with large wooden tables and couch seating generally reserved for larger parties.
A bar stretches the length of one brick wall, serving up London bar cocktails,
including champagne-based drinks (like the Honeyberry Fizz) and refreshing
strawberry daiquiris. The crowd includes well-heeled Athenians still in office
wear or spruced up for dates. Mon-Sat 8:30am-midnight. € -~ Omirou 36
(Akadimia), 210.360.8018

Kuzina * Thisio ® Mediterranean (G)

Located in a beautifully renovated neoclassical home a short distance from the
Monastiraki and Thisseio stations, Kuzina fuses old Athens with modern Greece.
Clean lines and white surfaces create the perfect backdrop for chef Aris
Tsanaklidis’s imaginative Mediterranean menu. If you're feeling romantic, head
for the rooftop bar for a mesmerizing view of the Parthenon and a romantic din-
ner under the stars. If you're in a more contemplative mood, stake out a table
on the pavement for some prime people-watching: There’s a steady stream of
activity from noon until well past midnight. Daily noon-12:30am. €€ &=
Adrianou 9 (Thisio), 210.324.0133, kuzina.gr
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Peccati di Gola ® Glyfada e Italian

Located a block from the main Glyfada square and tram stop, the simple yet ele-
gant Peccati di Gola (meaning “sins of the throat”) boasts authentic Neopolitan
pizza. Owned and run by Talita and Naomi Sigillo, daughters of famous chefs
Vincenczo and Dia Sigillo, the restaurant serves traditional recipes that will sat-
isfy even the pickiest of Italians. Under a mini-forest of white bulbs and scattered
old drawings, couples slowly savor pizza carpaccio, sole with saff ron and lemon,
or steamed mussels, accompanied by wine from the fully updated wine cellar.
Save room for a frothy tiramisu or a dessert pizza with brown sugar, cinnamon,
and caramelized apples. An outdoor, smoking-permitted section opens in sum-
mer. Reservations are recommended. Tue-Sat 1pm-lam, Sun 1-6pm. €€ =
Kiprai 50 (Glyfada), 210.898.1511

Serbetia tou Psirri ® Psirri e Patisserie
Serbetia tou Psirri is like a dream that smells of cinnamon and oranges, tastes of
sweet syrup and chocolate, and sounds like crunchy layers of filo pastry. One of
a kind, this cozy cafe near Psirri Square serves homemade traditional Greek
desserswith a perfection that comes from passion. Pre p areto be blown away by
the chocolate baklava, kazan tipi, and a smorgasbord of other traditional pastries.
While you're there, consider adding some masticha-flavored ice cream to your
order. Daily 10:30am-1:30am. € = Eschylou 3 (Plateia Psirri), 210.324.5862

Thalatta  Gazi e Seafood

Offering a depart ure from the more traditional meat dishes you’ll find in other Greek
tavernas, Thalatta is are freshing dining alternative. Given how the cook’s day usu-
ally begins—with a stroll of the city’s fish markets—you can be assured that the
seafood here (prepared with locally grown ingredients according to traditional Greek
recipes) is fresh, served with love, and priced within reason. The décor in this con-
verted, village-style house (including the seafaring memorabilia that hangs from its
walls) imbues the place with an atmosphere that's at once rustic and inviting.
Mon-Sat 8pm-1am. €€€ - Vitonos 5 (Pireos), 210.346.4204, thalatta.gr

Classic Athens Nightlife

Booze e Psirri ® Bar

Vodka with fresh lemon juice is the specialty in this bar that’s housed in a 19th-
century building surrounded by linen shops. It feels like a successful party most
weekend nights, as crowds squeeze down from the upstairs bar to the newer high-
ceilinged gallery below, which features its own bar and a massive chandelier
made of presened diples (dough cookies). The year-round establishment is the
site for ongoing exhibits and shows. By day, patrons dip in to have a coffee and
set up their laptops on Booze’s massive wooden table. Daily 10am-midnight. =
Kolokotmni 57 (Plateia Roumelis), 210.324.0944, boozecooperativa.com

Cabaret Voltaire ® Metaxourgio ® Nightclub
Set in an old working-class neighborhood inside a renovated carpenter’s work-
shop, Cabaret Voltaire features live jazz and Latin bands on Sundays and a torch
singer on Tuesdays. But during the rest of the week, this bar is like one massive
night at the improv, thanks to the actors from nearby theatres who come here to
kick back after the show. Brightly painted walls and funky furnishings add to the

arty atmosphere. Nibble on seafood or a salad from the limited menu as you
keep an eye on the piano, where spontaneous jam sessions start—and some-
times last until closing. Daily 8:30pm-2am. = Marathonos 30 (Odos Megalou
Alexandrou), 210.522.7046

Classic Athens Attractions

Cats and Marbles Gallery ® Kolonaki ® Art Gallery
The Cats and Marbles space is reflective of its approach to art—warm and open
with a sharp yet understated sense of aesthetics. The ambience is personified
by the gallery’s director, Greco-Brazillian art historian Marina Coriolano-
Lykourezos, whose dedication to exhibiting both local and international artists
from all artistic disciplines is unswerving. The space also operates as an
antiques gallery, with a taste for both the rare and the refined. The annual
Christmas arts and crafts bazaar here makes shopping easy and interesting. Tue,
Thu, and Fri 1lam-3pm and 5-9pm, Sat 1lam-2pm. Fokylidou 12
(Dimokritou), 210.361.3942, catsandmarbles.com

The Cypriot House Gallery ® Kolonaki ® Art Gallery

Even without a website or advertising, exhibition openings at The Cypriot House
Gallery are always well attended. The gallery announces its shows and attracts
passersby with a banner hung from the side of its perfectly preserved neoclas-
sical exterior. Inside, the two floors of arts space are kept plain, which only high-
lights the gallery’s inspired curations featuring glittering local and international
names. What adds the cherry on top, however, are the thoughtfully written com-
plimentary catalogs that accompany each exhibition. Mon—Fri 10am-2pm and
5-8pm, Sat 11am—-2pm. Haritos 10 (Skoufa), 210.364.1217

Dimitris Varelas ¢ Kolonaki e Store

Dimitris Varelas's automobile emporium is a model car—lover’s paradise. Varelas
has been collecting die-cast model cars for as long as he can remember, and in
1987 he began dealing pofessionally, amassing an impressive personal and
commercial collection that is on display at this store in the stylish Kolonaki
neighbortood. Here, in wall-to-wall glass cabinets, you'll find an array of models
by a variety of makers, everything from New York taxicabs toruby-red fire trucks
to slick black Mustangs—a sight that is bound to reduce any grown man to tears.
Mon, Wed, and Sat 10:30am-3pm, Tue, Thu, and Fri 10:30am-3:30pm and
5-8:30pm. Iraklitou 8 (Skoufa), 210.361.5689, varlas.ae.gr

Kalfayan Gallery ® Kolonaki ® Art Gallery

The Kalfayan Gallery space, a white cube on Haritos Street, is just one of the
many exhibition venues operated by brothers Arsen and Roupen Kalfayan. An
enigmatic double act, the brothers have an infectious love for art in all its
guises, and this passion is reflected in their collection, their exhibition program,
and the Kalfayan family’s certified antique dealership (one of only a few in
Greece). Uninterested in maintaining artistic boundaries and without favorites
when it comes to medium or period, the Athens gallery exhibits artists from all
over the world, abiding by one simple rule: If the art is good, it should be shown.
Mon and Sat 10am-3pm, Tue—Fri 10am-8pm. Haritos 11 (Loukianou),
210.721.7679, kalfayangalleries.com
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Lilian Syrigou e Kolonaki e Store

Venture underground into Lilian Syrigou’s basement store and you will discover
jewelry that brings together silver, enamel, colorful ribbons, silk fabrics, tulle,
lace, leather, semiprecious stones, sequins, beads, and small ceramic elements
to create worlds where butterflies flutter with bees, and ballerinas dance the
paso doble with flamenco dancers. Whimsical to say the least, each Syrigou
piece is a guaranteed one-off. If you feel like a princess, Lilian Syrigou’s jew-
e | ry—all of it handmade—is just for you. Mon-Wed 10am-3pm, Thu—Fri
10am-9pm, Sat 10am-4pm. Anagnostopoulou 12 (Skoufa), 210.361.3350,
liliansyrigou.gr

Petaei Petaei ® Kolonaki ® Store

Showcasing innovative yet classic jewelry designs from all over Greece, Petaei
Petaei is more miniature museum than tiny shop. Individually handcrafted pieces
created from gold, silver, and semiprecious stones have made Petaei Petaei one
of the best destinations for contemporary jewelry in the city. Perhaps the reason
why the design is so good is because the owner, loanna Kokolopoulou, is a jew-
elry designer herself, who exhibits her own creations alongside some of the coun-
try’s best, including Mary Margoni, Erato Boukoyianni, Sotiria Togia, Maria
Frantzi, Vally Kontidis, and Yiannis Tzovenis. Mon, Wed, and Sat 10am-4pm,
Tue and Thu—Fri 10am-8:30pm. Skoufa 30 (Voukourestiou), 210.362.4315

Potnia Thiron Gallery e Exarchia ® Art Gallery

Potnia Thiron takes its name from the Greek goddess of hunting, Artemis, which
is also the name of the nonprofit organization that works in partnership with this
gallery. The name literally translates as “Lady of the Beasts,” who is, as gallery
owner Elisavet Lyra explains, the guardian and protector of the wild and inno-
cent. With a fierce and honest approach to art, Lyra certainly lives up to her
gallery’s name. Once the director of Christie’s auction house in Athens, Lyra is
dedicated to supporting young Greek artists while maintaining the gallery’s high
profile by commissioning more-established international nhames to create works
specifically for exhibition in Athens. Mon—Fri 10am-10pm, Sat 10am-3pm.
Zaimi 7 (Stounari), 210.330.7380, potniathiron.eu

Hip & Cool Athens Restaurants

Dasein Coffee Art & Spirits ® Exarchia e Cafe

It's not just smoke that permeates this high-ceilinged hangout, it's also talk of
philosophy, literature, films, sports, music, and art. Beyond the huge wooden
swinging-door entrance, and just past two enormous black-and-white celebrity-
filled photo collages by local graffiti artists Carpe Diem, arty clientele chat at
the bar, at street-side window tables, and on big black couches while nursing
mochaccinos, scotch, and imported beer. Food is limited to simple toasted
sandwiches and nachos, but coffee is served into the night. Things get hopping
on weekends after 10pm. Daily 11am-1am. € = Solomou 12, 210.384.1857,
dasein.gr

Fasoli ® Exarchia e Taverna

Though the food and prices are taverna-like, it's Fasoli’s quirky sense of style—
lamps made of clothespins, disco tunes pumping—that makes this eatery so

hip. The glass-walled corner location, showcasing an open kitchen and split-
level interior, lights up the block. The 30- to 40-ish crowd often fills tables for
lunch and dinner (after 8:30pm) to enjoy the red house wine, a wide array of
salads, and lighter fare such as eggplant or fava bean dip. The chef applies spe-
cial touches to some dishes, like some drizzled balsamic vinegar reduction here,
some shaved Parmesan there. Top off the meal with a light panna cotta
drenched in your choice of sauce. Mon-Sat 1pm-12:30am. € = Emmanuel
Benaki 45, 210.330.0010

The Gallery Cafe ® Thisio e Cafe

Adrianou Street is known for its bustling cafes, tavernas, and restaurants. So
what makes Gallery Cafe so different? For one thing, this cafe doubles as an art
gallery and triples as a music venue. Despite its modern European feel, Gallery
also retains its cultural soul, serving up Greek appetizers, salads, and platters
alongside its more experimental gastro-style fare. The stone walls of this
respectfully restored neoclassical townhouse have been left bare, no doubt to
set off the diverse range of artworks featured in each exhibition. There's a rea-
son why it's always busy in here—the absence of that intimidating austerity a
commercial gallery so often exudes. Mon-Sat 10am-2am, Sun 9am-lam. €
B'= Adrianou 33 (Vrysakiou Nisou), 210.324.9080, cafe-gallery.com

Hell’s Kitchen ® Omonia e Cafe

Though the flames flare here as the chef preps dishes in the open kitchen, most
Athenians find this small corner hangout heavenly. Located behind Town Hall,
the minimalist joint has big windows and a colorful mural. It is one of the few
places in town serving breakfast, with six omelets available until 6pm. Evenings,
grab a mojito and listen to the DJ spin dance tunes, or sit down at the school-
room-like tables to a meal of salads, sandwiches, or heartier fare from the New
York—inspired menu. Mon—Fri 10am-11pm, Sat-Sun noon-11pm. € B=
Kleisthenous 13 (Sofokleous), 210.524.1555, hellskitchen.gr

A Liar Man* e Gazi  Mediterranean

With distinct island architecture (whitewashed stone walls, mosaic floors, low
ceilings) and a modern Mediterranean menu, A Liar Man is that little out-of-the-
way spot you're always hoping to stumble across. Mon—-Thu noon-2am, Fri-Sun
noon-late. €€€ B'= Sofroniou 2 (Voutadon), 210.342.6322, aliarman.gr

0Q Bar Restaurant  Glyfada ® Steak House

With an interior design inspired by New York’s latest trends, OQ is stylish and
industrial, yet warm, with plenty of wood, large windows, comfy sofas, and hid-
den lighting. Dinner might start with baked goat cheese, crunchy zucchini sticks
with aioli, or a Norwegian smoked salmon salad; then a Chateaubriand, a T-bone,
or a juicy grilled Black Angus. For dessert try the rich créme br(lée or tiramisu.
Those with a lesser appetite can join the hip 30-somethings at the bar imbibing
Hot OQ and Irish Break cocktails, watched over by a large wall clock that shows
Greenwich Mean Time and listening to jazz, soul, and funky music. Mon—Fri
7pm-1am, Sat 2pm-1:30am, Sun 2-11pm. €€ = |. Metaxa 50 (Pandoras),
210.894.5210

Paul e Syntagma e Tearoom

A Dior purse, a chic chignon, the fragrant smell of warm croissants ... welcome
to Paul. Established in 1889 in France, this “Bread Ambassador” has opened



its doors in Athens. With a warm, refined ambience, this rustic-chic Gallic shop
offers French-style pastries, desserts, sandwiches, and salads, all of which draw
in a crowd of trendy 20- and 30-somethings for mid-shopping breaks, light
lunches, and stopgap nibbles between meals. New bread recipes are created for
months, seasons, and special occasions, keeping the menu eternally fresh.
Mon—Fri 7:30am-9pm, Sat 7:30am-7:30pm. €€ - Panepistimiou 10
(Amerikis), paul.fr

Tike e Sygrou e Turkish
Eastern lounge music sets the ambience at this chic hot spot, which draws
groups of cool 30- and 40-somethings with its authentic homemade Turkish and
Mediterranean specialties and exceptional service. The charcoal-grilled lamb
and chicken kebabs are juicy and flavorful; another favorite is the lahmajun—a
thin, crispy bread topped with minced meat, herbs, and spices, served with
lemon. Tike's exquisite desserts include kiinefe—warm kadayif (a fine shredded
pastry) with a soft, sweet honey cheese filling and a crushed pistachio topping.
Reservations recommended. Daily 1pm-lam. €€ = Sygrou 121 (Ag. Sostis),
213.0200.100, tike.gr

Hip & Cool Athens Nightlife

Circus ® Exarchia e Cafe

There aren't any jugglers or clowns, only young urban professionals vying for
barstools at this small but airy two-floor bar located in a student neighborhood. By
day, there is coffee, tea, and food (mainly salads and pasta). By night, the bar-
tenders shake up drinks, including the Flying Circus cocktail, composed of vodka
and melon, strawberry, cranberry, and pineapple juices. But it's not so much the
drinks that draw the crowds as it is the warm lighting, the R&B music, and the fact
that it's become a neighborhood hub. Mon—Fri 9am-midnight, Sat 10am-midnight,
Sun noon-midnight. = Navarinou 11 (Mavromichali), 210.361.5255

Grand Dame ® Gazi ® Champagne Bar

When the doors of Grand Dame Kolonaki shut, the champagne bar truly lived up
to its diva reputation. After all, divas never truly disappear, they simply move on;
in this case, to Gazi—the center of it all. Located opposite Technopolis, Grand
Dame is one of the more private venues in the area. A blacked-out window shields
its decadent clientele from the riffraff outside, and a bouncer clad in black
guards the small wooden door. He stands there for good reason. Inside, money is
no object, as punters set about splashing their cash in an opulent boudoir inte-
rior. Don’t expect beer bottles in here: It's champagne and cocktails all night
long, darling. Daily 8pm—-late. = Persefonis 23 (Pireos), 210.341.6412

Joker’s ® Syntagma e Bar/Cafe
Joker’s is small, but exudes enough cabaret kick to charm the socks off anyone
who comes across this uncut ruby in the rough. Evoking carnivals, circuses, and
cabaret from a bygone era, the walls are draped in posters, tickets from leg-
endary gigs, and promotional material for CBGB, as well as black-and-white
photos of Hollywood legends, large paintings, a jukebox, and pretty much any-
thing that puts the glitter into glitter ball. One of those rare places that suits any
time and occasion, it boasts an excellent selection of cocktails, spirits, coffees,

teas, and homemade pies and sandwiches. If you can find a place to sit among
the eclectic, chattering crowd, this little place is where it's at. Daily 8am—-4am.
= Voulis 7 (Mitropoleos), 210.321.9225

K44 « Gazi * Bar

Located in the painfully hip Gazi district, K44 is more than just a bar. The con-
verted warehouse acts as a gallery, studio, and performance space and is fre-
quented by Athens’ art and design elite. Something of a shooting star, the bare,
concrete space is a beacon for the city’s hip young things, who come in search
of their own kind. Underground DJ nights, arts exhibitions, and design events
showcase everything from graffiti to fashion to the darkest depths of emo rock,
ensuring that all genres and styles are accounted for. Daily 10am-late. =
Konstantinopoleos 44 (Elasidon), 210.342.3560, k44.gr

A Liar Man* e Gazi ® Bar

If the crowds of Gazi's central square get to be too much, take a stroll up Voutadon
Street and turn left before Hoxton Bar. There, you'll find a path that leads to A
Liar Man, a haven from the die-hard fashion and funk set that dominates Gazi.
Owned by a photographer who publishes a monthly free magazine distributed from
the bar, A Liar Man has one foot squarely in Athens’ past, and the other in its mod-
em present. Under the low ceilings of an unassuming, village-style building, an
intimate ambience is fueled by cocktails, spirits, wines, and nonalcoholic drinks
that will appease any palate. Mon-Thu noon-Z2am, Fri-Sun noon-late. =
Sofroniou 2 (Voutadon), 210.342.6322, aliaman.gr

Passepartout ® Kolonaki ® Bar

From late morning to well past midnight, ultra—image-conscious patrons stop by
Passeparbut for a cup of coffee or a quick drink on their way somewhere else.
Oddly enough, this role as an in-between place not only works but has established
this bar-restaurant as an official rallying point. If you're into crowd-watching, stake
out a place at the lacquer-topped bar or in one of the leather-backed banquette-
style couches, order your favorite tipple, and watch the social scene unfold before
you. Nosh on cafe fare during the day or on bar food at night as you flitatiously
raise your martini glass to the nonchalant 20-something blonde across the room.
Daily 10:30am-1am. = Skoufa 47-49 (Leoforos Omirou), 210.364.5546

Phillip Champagne Bar e Psirri ® Bar

Located in a renovated Athenian house in a working-class downtown neighbor-
hood, Phillip draws hip late—20-somethings and 30-somethings with exceptional
champagne cocktails. Bartender Lefteris proposes concoctions made with
Dourdon Vieillard cuvée traditionelle brut Champagne, imported directly from
France. The Baroque main room is filled with Art Deco elements and contrasting
heavy red Viennese curtains, while the bar offers a view of the largest aquarium
in town. Cool lounge music sets the scene on Wednesdays; jazz and soul sounds
dominate on Thursdays. Weather permitting, the rooftop garden is the perfect
spot to mingle. Weekends bring DJ KG with house music, '90s, and the hits of
the season, so resene a table unless you prefer to circulate. Wed-Sat 9pm-4am,
Sun 9pm-midnight. = Tompazi 4 (Psirri), 213.032.5624, philipp-bar.com

Priza Bar ® Omonia ® Bar

“Priza” is the Greek word for socket, which is exactly what the bar is decorated
with—rons of sockets that add a distinct energy to this banging hot spot. Of



course, its location near Karitsi Square is a bonus, since Priza shares the
same address as Use Bar, The Black Duck, and Beat, all of which attract the
creme de la créme of Athens’ nocturnal elite. And yet despite such glittering
competition, Priza holds its own, with a care f ree, fun-filled atmosphere and a
chaming clientele. This lack of pretension is what makes Priza everyone’s

favorite bar. Daily 8pm-3am. = Christou Lada 1 (Plateia Karitsi),
210.324.4101, stinpriza.gr

Hip & Cool Athens Attractions

AMP Gallery e Metaxourgio ® Art Gallery

The AMP Gallery is located in a neighborhood known for two things—its seedi-
ness and its bohemianism. This large, one-room exhibition space, housed
behind a crumbling neoclassical facade, favors the contemporary and the avant-
garde, so expect to find work that's decidedly experimental. Indeed, the shows
here almost always fuel conversation and debate, the kind of talk that contin-
ues long after you emerge from the gallery’s wooden doors for the ghetto sur-
roundings beyond. For a truly mind-blowing experience, come during an exhibi-
tion opening, when eccentric figures from the art world descend on the gallery
to meet and mingle. Tue—Fri noon—-7pm, Sat noon-4pm. Korinis 4 (Epikourou),
210.325.1881, a-m-p.gr

Bohho ¢ Kolonaki e Store

One of Athens’ only vintage designer boutiques, Bohbo is an ice-cream parlor of
style, serving up flavorful fashions, from accessories by Marc Jacobs to Missoni
dresses. Owned by Mandica and Natasha, two of the nicest ladies in the city,
the store also showcases items brought in by Athenian women who drop off their
wares on a daily basis. The Bohbo ladies are so passionate about fashion, they
even publish a weekly newsletter that lists what goods are new to the store. Mon
and Wed 10:30am-3pm, Tue and Thu—Fri 10:30am-3pm and 5-8pm, Sat
11lam-3pm. Asklipiou 24 (Didotou), 210.338.9202, bohbo.gr

The Breeder Gallery ® Metaxourgio ® Art Gallery

The Breeder Gallery was one of the city’s first contemporary art spaces to relo-
cate to Metaxourgio, a seedy, up-and-coming arts district in Athens with a bur-
geoning multicultural scene. Amid the neoclassical buildings characteristic of
pedestrianized lasonos Street, the Breeder stands out with its pristine white
facade and dark steel entrance, complete with a red buzzer that you press for
admittance. Though it’s often particular about what it shows, the gallery’s two-
floor exhibition space has a reputation for exhibiting innovative, experimental
work guaranteed to set tongues wagging. Tue and Sat noon-6pm, Wed—Fri
noon-8pm. lasonos 45 (Achilleos), 210.331.7527, thebreedersystem.com

Herakleidon Experience in Visual Arts ® Thisio ® Art Museum

(]

Exposed brick walls andwought-irn railings are n 't the sort of look you'd expect
for a private museum specializing in modern art, but the Herakleidon Experience
pulls it off beautifully. Located in the heart of the Thisseio bar district and within
a stone’s throw of the Acropolis and Ancient Agora, this new museum’s exhibits

(by artists like Victor Vasarely and M.C. Escher) are the perfect antidote to the
city’s antiquities overload. In addition to the permanent collection, you'll find
rotating temporary exhibits highlighting the works of both native and foreign
artists. Check the website ahead of time to find out about musical performances,
seminars, and lectures. Tue-Sat 1-9pm, Sun 11am-7pm. €- Herakleidon 16
(Amphiktionis), 210.346.1981, herakleidon-at.gr

Koukoutsi ® Kolonaki ® Store

A small shop that packs an edgy punch, Koukoutsi (Greek for the pit of an
olive) is neatly folded into one of Athens’ most happening streets, Skoufa.
Truly the center from which so many beautiful things grow, the shop stocks
designer T-shirs from all over the world, including green shirts and prints
from the outstanding Poketo graphic range, as well as collector’s accessories
in the form of bags, belts, and wallets. With an emphasis on functional,
tongue-in-cheek chic, Koukoutsi should be your first stop if you're looking for
wearable art. Mon, Wed, Sat 10am-6pm, Tue, Thu, Fri 10am-9pm. Skoufa
81 (Asklipou), 210.361.4060, koukoutsi.net

Downtown Athens Restaurants

Bliss ¢ Syntagma e Cafe

One of the only eco-friendly cafes serving up traditional Greek taverna fare,
Bliss is more than a place to grab a bite—it's a state of mind. Located in a
restored thee-story neoclassical building on a charming little street in down-
town Athens, Bliss draws laid-back people with a penchant for cotton fabrics,
flowing skirts, and all things organic. There's a yoga and alternative therapies
space, a corner selling New Age gifts, and a cafe area with oak interiors bathed
in natural light. Daily 8am-11pm. € B - Romvis 24A (Kolokotronis),
210.325.0360, purebliss.gr

The Good Life (I Kali Zoi) ® Thisio ® Greek

It's easy to miss | Kali Zoi taverna. The best way to locate it is to find the
Athenaeum Odeon, the opera house where Maria Callas once graced the stage.
At night, if you look beyond this historical venue, you'll see candles shining
through the darkness—the only visible sign that signals the whereabouts of
some of Athens’ best homemade meatballs, sausages, and French fries. Despite
its modest, no-frills décor, this little hot spot with views of the Hephaesteum
from its crumbling neoclassical location is where you’ll find the true taste of
Athens. Daily noon-late. €€ - 12 Thissio (Adrianou), 210.321.6733

Kandavlos ® Gazi ® Souvlaki

Home to arguably the best souvlaki in the city, Kandavlos is a regular pit stop for
most of the Gazi set. Reflecting its stylish address, the décor is slick, with large
windows, an abundance of candles, and a warm vibe accentuated by its jovial
patrons. Kandavlos’ gyros are second to none, and the crowd that gathers here
nightly is a testament to the quality of the local meat it serves. Other favorites
include yiaortlou (a beef kebab with yogurt, paprika, and pita) and seftalies,
Cypriot meatballs that are so good it would be a crime to leave Athens without
trying them. Daily noon-2am. € = Persefonis 47 (lkarion), 210.342.4725

(12]



Rififi  Exarchia e Greek
Rififi opens for lunch at noon, but the crowd of regulars—writers, musicians, stu-
dents, and other denizens of this vibrant downtown neighborhood—doesn'tstart
packing the tables until well after 3pm. The menu is traditional Greek taverna
fare with some subtle twists here and there to keep things interesting. Nosh on
the deep-fried puffs of wild greens while sipping chilled raki, then linger over the
chickpea stew as lunch stretches into the early part of the dinner hour. Like the
food, the décor—wooden taverna tables painted a cheery pastel green, walls lined
with brightly colored glass bottles—mixes the contemporary with the classic.
Daily noon-1am. € = Emmanouil Benaki 69A (Odos Arachovis), 210.330.0237

To Filema Mezopoleio ® Syntagma ® Mediterranean

To Filema is a meze-taverna, one that has assumed the identity of Athens’ urban
past rather than its present. Like the age-old haberdasheries that surround it, To
Filema has staunchly stuck to its roots—a good thing, too. Unlike the newer
restaurants and bars in the area, this is one of the only places in Athens that
serves up pastourmadopita (camel pie) with the nonchalance of familiarity. At
the same time, To Filema keeps up with the times with minimal but traditional
décor and everyone’s favorite mezes. Daily 11:30am-1:30am. €€ - Romvis 7
(Kolokotronis), 210.325.0222

Downtown Athens Nightlife

Badminton Theater ® Goudi ® Theatre
The Badminton Theater is named after the sport this space once hosted as a
stadium for the 2004 Olympic Games. Since its renovation, it has quickly
become a cultural center for the city, and one of the most innovative and suc-
cessful theatres in Athens, serving as a venue for West Side Story, Prague’s
National Theatre and Ballet, Tiger Lilies, and Mamma Mia!, as well as countless
musical acts such as PJ Harvey. If you want something to do on any night of the
week, simply log on to Badminton’s website. You're bound to find something
worth your while. Showtimes vary; call ahead. C = Alsos Stratou (Kallidromiou),
211.101.0020, badmintontheater.gr

One Happy Cloud e Psirri ® Bar
Bars don’t come with better descriptions than this one: It truly is One Happy
Cloud. A small and modest venue, it has a boutique-cool interior, and the eclec-
tic clientele is street-hot. If you're looking for a trendy dive, this is the place.
Thursday night is the best time to drop by, when prominent Greek hip-hop
turntable maestro DJ Noiz hosts hip-hop night, which brings DJs from around
the world for one-night appearances. When the clock strikes midnight and the
party is truly jumping, you'll be glad you came to shake your thing with a feel-
good crowd that never lets the mood drop. Daily 6pm-3am. C = Aristofanous 12
(Katsigoyianni), 210.322.2256

Downtown Athens Attractions

AD Gallery ® Monastiraki ® Art Gallery

Hidden behind the bustling street of Athinas, with no sign on the door, the AD
Gallery is as unassuming as its surroundings. Upon entering the building, a nar-
row corridor reveals plastic flowers in wicker baskets perched on a staircase that
is—in typical Athenian style—strewn with mail. In fact, you can only be sure
you're in the right place once you reach the first floor and are welcomed by a
modern, bare, white-walled space—the perfect point of reference for those
interested in contemporary Greek art. Tue—Fri noon-9pm, Sat noon-4pm.
Palados 3 (Melanthou), 210.322.8785, adgallery.gr

Artower ® Monastiraki ® Art Gallery

Artower’s location lends it a downtown edge no other gallery can match. Just off
Athinas Street, the gallery sits opposite Athens’ historical meat market and a
stone’s throw from Psirri. With eight stories dedicated to the arts, the gallery
consistently organizes a variety of shows—often simultaneous—that present a
diverse mix of artists, media, and themes. The Art Cafe (on the eighth floor)
boasts one of the city’s most awe-inspiring views of the Acropolis and is often
the epicenter for events and parties. During the summer, the gallery opens its
enviable ninth-floor Art Roof for exhibitions and events. Wed-Fri 3-8pm, Sat
noon-midnight. Armodiou 10 (Varvakios), 210.324.6100, artower.gr

Formika Interactive Design Store ® Kolonaki e Store

Formika is one of those concept stores that pushes the envelope beyond preten-
sion and into the realm of pure fancy. Understated but hip, playful yet sexy, and
above all smart without being cocky, the store is more like some hidden, undis-
covered gallery. In fact, a trip to Formika really does live up to that elusive shop-
ping experience all design fans crave. The gallery is a fantasist’s playground
filled with designer toys, clothes, and contemporary home accessories—none of
which you really need, all of which you really want. Mon and Wed
10:30am-3:30pm, Tue and Thu-Fri 10:30am-9pm, Sat 10:30am-6pm.
Palados 9 (Miaouli), 210.323.4636, formika.freewebspace.com

Qbox Gallery ® Omonia ® Art Gallery

At the center of the Greek capital’s cultural compass, with Psirri, Omonia, and
Plaka surrounding it, the Qbox Gallery is definitely worth the visit. The surround-
ing location is Athens’ answer to New York’s Meatpacking District, with the
impressive, historical Athens Central Market across the road. An added bonus is
that this small, one-room space shares a building with the Artower Gallery, so a
trip here truly kills two birds with one stone. The best time to come is in
September, when the Qbox’s summer artist residency has completed and an
exhibition of the artist’s work is on show. Tue-Fri 2-8pm, Sat noon-4pm (dur-
ing exhibitions), or by appointment. Armodiou 10 (Plateia Vawakios),
211.119.9991, gbox.gr



By-the-Water Athens Hotels

Vouliagmeni Suites ® Vouliagmeni ® Modern (35 rms)

This mid-size, all-suites hotel is perfect for travelers who want to enjoy both the
vibrant pace of city life and the peaceful seclusion of a seaside resort.
Vouliagmeni, a swank seaside suburb, is less than a half-hour’s drive from down-
town and just ten minutes from Glyfada, with its lively shopping, cafes, and club
scene. Spacious guest rooms are individually decorated in a whimsical, artsy
array of colors, patterns, and textures that appeal to the trendy 30- and 40-
something Greek couples who flock here for romantic weekends. During the day,
the action is at the rooftop pool bar. Order a cocktail and soak up the panoramic
view of the bay from the open-air whirlpool—a great way to relax after a day of
sightseeing and before a night on the town. When you book, request a room on
an upper floor where the views are best. €€ Panos 8 (Chlois), 210.896.4901,
classicalhotels.com

By-the-Water Athens Restaurants

Matsuhisa Athens e Vouliagmeni ® Sushi (G)

If you thought you’d have to travel to Mykonos or as far afield as New York or
Melbourne to savor the exquisite creations of Nobu Matsuhisa, think again.
Sashimi salad, black cod with miso, king prawn tempura, and soft-shell crab roll
are on the menu at Matsuhisa Athens. The restaurant is housed within the Astir
Palace Beach Resort and was designed by the David Rockwell Group NYC, the
same firm responsible for Nobu NYC, Nobu 57, Nobu Melbourne, Nobu Dubai,
and Matsuhisa Mykonos. To paraphrase Madonna, you cannot judge how fun a
city is unless it has a Nobu, and with a seaside view and terrace to boot, the
city of Athens has a definite edge. Tue-Thu 7:30pm-midnight, Fri-Sat
7:30pm-1am, Sun 1-5:30pm. €€€€ = Astir Palace Beach Resort, Apollonos
40 (Nikis), 210.896.0510, matsuhisaathens.com

Closures (Please make a note in your Black Book.)

Hotels:
Residence Georgio, p. 109

Restaurants:
Eden, p. 59
Symposium, p. 62

Nightlife:
Dragoste, p. 92
Privledge, p. 94

Black Book Athens

Hotels

NAME ADDRESS (CROSS STREET) N'HOOD PHONE EXPERIENCE
TYPE (ROOMS) WEBSITE PRICE 800 NUMBER

Classical Baby Grand Hotel Athinas 65 (Lycourgou) oM 210.325.0900  Classic
Trendy (70) classicalhotels.com €€

Vouliagmeni Suites Panos 8 (Chlois) VL 210.896.4901  By-the-Water
Modern (35) classicalhotels.com €€

Restaurants

NAME ADDRESS (CROSS STREET) N'HOOD PHONE EXPERIENCE
TYPE WEBSITE PRICE  NOISE/SINGLES

Ariston Bakery Voulis 10 (KarayioryiServias) SN 210.322.7626  Classic
Bakery € —

Bliss Romvis 24A (Kolokotronis) SN 210.325.0360  Downtown
Cafe purebliss.gr € - BD

(Café Boheme Omirou 36 (Akadimia) KO 210.360.8018  Classic
Cafe € -

Dasein Coffee Art & Spirits Solomou 12 EX 210.384.1857  Hip & Cool
Cafe dasein.gr € =

Fasoli Emmanuel Benaki 45 EX 210.330.0010  Hip & Cool
Tavema € =

The Gallery Cafe Adrianou 33 (Vrysakiou Nisou) TH 210.324.9080  Hip & Cool
Cafe cafe-galleycom € =| B

The Good Life (I Kali Zoi) 12 Thissio (Adrianou) TH 210.321.6733  Downtown
Greek €€ -

Hell’s Kitchen Kleisthenous 13 (Sofokleous) oM 210.524.1555  Hip & Cool
Cafe hellskitchen.gr € =| B

Kandavlos Persefonis 47 (Ikarion) GA 210.342.4725  Downtown
Souvlaki € =

Kuzina Adrianou 9 (Thisio) TH 210.324.0133  Classic
Mediterranean (G) kuzina.gr €€ =| B

A Liar Man* Sofroniou 2 (Voutadon) GA 210.342.6322  Hip & Cool
Mediterranean aliarman.gr €€€ = B

Matsuhisa Athens Apollonos 40 (Nikis) VL 210.896.0510  By-the-Water
Sushi (G) matsuhisaathens.com €€€e =

0Q Bar Restaurant . Metaxa 50 (Pandoras) GL 210.894.5210  Hip & Cool
Steakhouse €€ =

Paul Panepistimiou 10 (Amerikis) SY Hip & Cool
Tea Room paul.fr €€ -

Peccati di Gola Kiprou50 (Glyfada) GL 210.898.1511  Classic
Italian €€ =

Rififi Emmanouil Benaki 69A (Odos Arachovis) ~ EX 210.330.0237  Downtown
Greek € =



Restaurants (cont.)

NAME ADDRESS (CROSS STREET) N'HOOD PHONE EXPERIENCE
TYPE WEBSITE PRICE  NOISE/SINGLES

Serbetia tou Psirri Eschylou 3 (Plateia Psirri) PS 210.324.5862  Classic
Patisserie € =

Tike Sygrou 121 (Ag. Sostis) SG 213.0200.100  Hip & Cool
Turkish tike.gr €€ =

Thalatta Vitonos 5 (Pireos) GA 210.346.4204  Classic
Seafood thalatta.gr €€€E -

To Filema Mezopoleio Romuvis 7 (Kolokotronis) SN 210.325.0222  Downtown
Mediterranean €€ -

Nightlife

NAME ADDRESS (CROSS STREET) N'HOOD PHONE EXPERIENCE
TYPE WEBSITE COVER  NOISE

Badminton Theater Alsos Stratou (Kallidromiou) GO 211.101.0020  Downtown
Theatre badmintontheater.gr C =|

Booze Kolokotrmi 57 (Plateia Roumelis) PS 210.324.0944  Classic
Bar hoozecooperativa.com =

Cabaret Voltaire Marathonos 30 (Odos Megalou Alexandrou)  ME 210.522.7046  Classic
Nightclub =

Circus Navarinou 11 (Mawomichali) EX 210.361.5255  Hip & Cool
Cafe =

Grand Dame Persefonis 23 (Pireos) GA 210.341.6412  Hip & Cool
Champagne Bar =

Jokers Voulis 7 (Mitropoleos) SN 210.321.9225  Hip & Cool
Bar/Cafe =

Kad Konstantinopoleos 44 (Elasidon) GA 210.342.3560  Hip & Cool
Bar kad.gr =

AlLiar Man* Sofroniou2 (Voutadon) GA 210.342.6322  Hip & Cool
Bar aliarman.gr =

One Happy Cloud Aristofanous 12 (Katsigoyianni) PS 210.322.2256  Downtown
Bar c =

Passepartout Skoufa 47-49 (Leoforos Omirou) Ko 210.364.5546  Hip & Cool
Bar =

Phillip Champagne Bar ~ Tompazi 4 (Psirri) PS 213.032.5624  Hip & Cool
Bar philipp-bar.com =

Priza Bar Christou Lada 1 (Plateia Karitsi) oM 210.324.4101  Hip & Cool
Bar stinpriza.gr =

Attractions

NAME ADDRESS (CROSS STREET) N'HOOD PHONE EXPERIENCE
TYPE WEBSITE PRICE

AD Gallery Palados 3 (Melanthou) MO 210.322.8785  Downtown
Art Gallery adgallery.gr

AMP Gallery Korinis 4 (Epikourou) ME 210.325.1881  Hip & Cool
Art Gallery a-m-p.gr

Artower Armodiou 10 (Varvakios) MO 210.324.6100  Downtown
Art Gallery artower.gr

The Breeder Gallery lasonos 45 (Achilleos) ME 210.331.7527  Hip & Cool
Art Gallery thebreedersystem.com

Bohbo Asklipiou 24 (Didotou) Ko 210.338.9202  Hip & Cool
Store hohbo.gr

Cats and Marbles Gallery Fokylidou 12 (Dimokritou) KO 210.361.3942  Classic
Art Gallery catsandmarbles.com

The Cypriot House Gallery Haritos 10 (Skoufa) KO 210.364.1217  Classic
Art Gallery

Dimitris Varelas Iraklitou 8 (Skoufa) KO 210.361.5689  Classic
Store varelas.ae.gr

Formika Interactive Design Palados 9 (Miaouli) KO 210.323.4636  Downtown

Store Store formika.freewebspace.com

Herakleidon Experience in  Herakleidon 16 (Amphiktionis) TH 210.346.1981  Hip & Cool

Visual Arts Art Museum  herakleidon-art.gr €-

Kalfayan Gallery Haritos 11 (Loukianou) KO 210.721.7679  Classic
Art Gallery kalfayangalleries.com

Koukoutsi Skoufa 81 (Asklipou) KO 210.361.4060  Hip & Cool
Store koukoutsi.net

Lilian Syrigou Anagnostopoulou 12 (Skoufa) KO 210.361.3350  Classic
Store liliansyrigou.gr

Petaei Petagi Skoufa 30 (Voukourestiou) KO 210.362.4315  Classic
Store

Potnia Thiron Gallery Zaimi 7 (Stounari) EX 210.330.7380  Classic
Art Gallery potniathiron.eu

(QBox Gallery Armodiou 10 (Plateia Vanvakios) oM 211.119.9991  Downtown
Art Gallery qhox.gr

Neighborhood Key

AK = Agios Kosmas KI = Kifissia PL = Plaka

AM = Ambelokipi KK = Koukaki PS = Psiri

CM = Central Market KO = Kolonaki RO = Rouf

EX = Exarchia MA = Makrigianni SG = Sygrou

6A = Gazi ME = Metaxourgio SN = Syntagma

6L = Glyfada M0 = Monastiraki S0 = Sounio

60 = Goudi OM = Omonia TH = Thisio

IL = llisia PA = Pangrati VK = Varkiza

KF = Kefalari Pl = Piraeus VL = Vouliagmeni

Note: Use the prefix 30 when placing an international call to Greece.
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