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L A S  V E G A S  N E I G H B O R H O O D S  M A P

N I G H T + D AY LAS VEGAS
Ins and Outs

The Night+Day promise
Night+Day writers and editors use the same high standards in selecting and
researching venues to be included in our Ins and Outs updates as we do for our
books. Our local correspondents determine which new hot spots are the real deal
and which are simply hypeÑjust as youÕd expect from Night+DayÑto provide the
kind of reliable information you need to make the best possible choices.

NightandDayGuides.com

' Pulse Guides 2010 from PULSEGUIDES

The Top 50 Noteworthy Additions
plus Changes and Closures
from publication date through June 30, 2010

N I G H T + D AY
The Cool Cities series

Key to Night+Day Symbols

Restaurants 
Singles-friendly 

Communal table
Food served at bar

Hotels
Best deluxe room

$ $100—$199
$$ $200—$299
$$$ $300—$399
$$$$ $400 and up

Restaurants 
Main course
$- less than $10
$ $10—$19
$$ $20—$29
$$$ $30—$39
$$$$ $40 and up

Attractions 
Entry or service
$- less than $10
$ $10—$19
$$ $20—$29
$$$ $30—$39
$$$$ $40 and up

Restaurants + Nightlife 
Prime-time noise levels

Quiet
A buzz, but still 

conversational
Loud

Nightlife
Includes bars, clubs, 
and entertainment

Cover or ticket charge
(otherwise, entry is free)

______________________
(G) Gourmet destination
Venues followed by an asterisk (*) are those we 
recommend as both a restaurant and a destination bar.

Key to Pricing
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Noir Bar 3900 Las Vegas Blvd. S. (E. Reno Dr. ) S S 7 0 2 - 2 6 2 - 5 2 5 7 C o o l
Lounge l u x o r. c o m 9 2

The Pearl 4321 W. Flamingo Rd. (Arville St.) W F 7 0 2 - 9 4 2 - 7 7 7 7 C o o l
C o n c e rt Venue p a l m s p e a r l . c o m 9 3

P e e p s h o w 3667 Las Vegas Blvd. S. (E. Harmon Av e . ) C S 8 0 0 - 7 4 5 - 3 0 0 0 B a c h e l o r ( e t t e)
Show l a s v e g a s p e e p s h o w. c o m 9 2

Tao Beach 3355 Las Vegas Blvd. S. (Spring Mountain Rd.) C S 7 0 2 - 3 8 8 - 8 5 8 8 C o o l
Nightclub t a o l a s v e g a s . c o m 9 2

Wasted Space 4455 Paradise Rd. (E. Harmon Av e . ) E F 7 0 2 - 6 9 3 - 4 0 4 0 B a c h e l o r ( e t t e)
Lounge h a rt s w a s t e d s p a c e . c o m 3

X S 3131 Las Vegas Blvd. S. (E. Desert Inn Rd.) N S 7 0 2 - 7 7 0 - 0 0 9 7 C o o l
Nightclub x s l a s v e g a s . c o m 9 3

Drift Spa & Hammam 4381 W. Flamingo Rd. (Arville St.) W F 7 0 2 - 9 4 4 - 3 2 1 9 C o o l
Spa p a l m s p l a c e . c o m $ $ $ $

L i q u i d 3730 Las Vegas Blvd. S.  (Harmon Av e . ) C S 7 0 2 - 6 9 3 - 8 3 0 0 C o o l
Pool Party l i g h t g ro u p . c o m / n i g h t l i f e / l i q u i d - p o o l - l o u n g e - l a s - v e g a s

Mandarin Spa 3752 Las Vegas Blvd. S. (Rue de Monte Carlo) C S 7 0 2 - 5 9 0 - 8 8 8 6 L u x e
Spa m a n d a r i n o r i e n t a l . c o m / l a s v e g a s $ $ $ $

Spa at Encore 3131 Las Vegas Blvd. S. (E. Desert Inn Rd.) N S 7 0 2 - 7 7 0 - 4 7 7 2 L u x e
Spa e n c o re l a s v e g a s . c o m $ $ $ $

The Spa at Tru m p 2000 Fashion Show Dr. (Las Vegas Blvd. S.) N S 7 0 2 - 4 7 6 - 8 0 0 0 L u x e
Spa t ru m p l a s v e g a s h o t e l . c o m $ $ $ $

Wet Republic 3400 Las Vegas Blvd. S. (E. Tropicana Av e . ) S S 7 0 2 - 8 9 1 - 3 5 6 3 B a c h e l o r ( e t t e)
Pool w e t re p u b l i c . c o m

Vdara Health & Beauty $$$$, 2600 W. Harmon Ave. (Las Vegas Blvd. S.) C S 7 0 2 - 5 9 0 - 2 4 7 4 L u x e
Spa v d a r a . c o m $ $ $ $

Attractions 

NAME ADDRESS (CROSS STREET) N’HOOD PHONE EXPERIENCE 

TYPE WEBSITE PRICE

Nightlife (cont.)

NAME ADDRESS (CROSS STREET) N’HOOD PHONE E X P E R I E N C E

TYPE WEBSITE COVER NOISE

CS = Center Strip

DT = Downtown

EF = East Flamingo

NS = North Strip

OS = Outskirts

SS = South Strip

WF = West Flamingo

Neighborhood Key

TOC
Cool Hotels

M Resort  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4

Cool Restaurants

Bar Masa  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4

Beijing Noodle No. 9 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4

BLT Burger . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4

Cut  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5

First Food and Bar  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5

Hachi  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5

Koi  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5

Raku  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .6

Sage  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .6

Sushi Samba  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .6

Cool Nightlife

Artisan Lounge  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .6

The Bank Nightclub  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .6

Beauty Bar  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7

Christian Audigier  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7

The Griffin  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7

Mandarin Bar  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7

Noir Bar . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .8

The Pearl  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .8

Tao Beach  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .8

XS  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .8

Cool Attractions

Drift Spa & Hammam  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9

Liquid  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9

Bachelor(ette) Hotels

Palms Place  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9

Planet Hollywood  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9

Bachelor(ette) Restaurants

P.U.B.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .10 

Stack . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .10 

Underline indicates recommendation made in most recent calendar quarter.

Venues with asterisk (*) have descriptions in both restaurant and nightlife categories.
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H a c h i 11011 W. Charleston Blvd. (Hughes Park Dr. ) O S 7 0 2 - 7 9 7 - 7 5 7 6 C o o l
Japanese i l o v e h a c h i . c o m $ $ 2 b

K o i 3667 Las Vegas Blvd. S. (E. Harmon Av e . ) C S 7 0 2 - 4 5 4 - 4 5 5 5 C o o l
Japanese k o i re s t a u r a n t . c o m $ $ $ 3 b

P a y a rd Patisserie 3570 Las Vegas Blvd. S. (Flamingo Rd.) C S 7 0 2 - 7 3 1 - 7 2 9 2 L u x e
C a f e / D e s s e rt p a y a rd . c o m $ 2

P.U.B. 3730 Las Vegas Blvd. S.  (Harmon Av e . ) C S 7 0 2 - 4 8 9 - 8 0 8 3 B a c h e l o r ( e t t e)
Pub t o d d e n g l i s h p u b . c o m $ $ 3 b

R a k u 5030 Spring Mountain Rd. (S. Decatur Blvd.) W F 7 0 2 - 3 6 7 - 3 5 1 1 C o o l
Japanese $ $ 2

S a g e 3730 Las Vegas Blvd. S. (Harmon Av e . ) C S 7 0 2 - 5 9 0 - 7 7 5 7 C o o l
American a r i a l a s v e g a s . c o m $ $ $ 2

S i n a t r a 3131 Las Vegas Blvd. S. (E. Desert Inn Rd.) N S 7 0 2 - 7 7 0 - 5 3 2 0 L u x e
Italian e n c o re l a s v e g a s . c o m $ $ $ $ 1 b

S o c i e t y 3131 Las Vegas Blvd. S. (E. Desert Inn Rd.) N S 7 0 2 - 2 4 8 - 3 4 6 3 L u x e
American e n c o re l a s v e g a s . c o m $ $ 2

S t a c k 3400 Las Vegas Blvd. S. (Buccaneer Blvd.) C S 7 0 2 - 7 9 2 - 7 8 0 0 B a c h e l o r ( e t t e)
Continental s t a c k l a s v e g a s . c o m $ $ $ 3 b

Strip House 3667 Las Vegas Blvd. S. (E. Harmon Av e . ) C S 7 0 2 - 7 3 7 - 5 2 0 0 B a c h e l o r ( e t t e)
Steak House s t r i p h o u s e . n e t $ $ $ 2 b

Sushi Samba 3327 Las Vegas Blvd. S. (E. Sands Av e . ) N S 7 0 2 - 6 0 7 - 0 7 0 0 C o o l
Sushi s u s h i s a m b a . c o m $ $ $ 3 b

A rtisan Lounge 1501 W. Sahara Ave. (I-15) N S 7 0 2 - 2 1 4 - 4 0 0 0 C o o l
Lounge t h e a rt i s a n h o t e l . c o m 2

The Bank Nightclub 3600 Las Vegas Blvd. S. (E. Flamingo Rd.) C S 7 0 2 - 6 9 3 - 8 3 0 0 C o o l
Nightclub l i g h t g ro u p . c o m 9 3

Beauty Bar 517 Fremont St. (Las Vegas Blvd.) D T 7 0 2 - 5 9 8 - 1 9 6 5 C o o l
Bar b e a u t y b a r. c o m 3

B l u s h 3131 Las Vegas Blvd. S. (W. Fashion Show Dr. ) N S 7 0 2 - 7 7 0 - 3 6 3 3 L u x e
Nightclub w y n n l a s v e g a s . c o m 9 3

Christian Audigier 3300 Las Vegas Blvd. S. (Spring Mountain Rd.) C S 702-894-7580 C o o l
Nightclub a u d i g i e r l v. c o m 9 3

The Griff i n 511 Fremont St. (Las Vegas Blvd.) D T 7 0 2 - 3 8 2 - 0 5 7 7 C o o l
Bar 2

Mandarin Bar 3752 Las Vegas Blvd. S. (Rue de C S 7 0 2 - 5 9 0 - 8 8 8 8 C o o l
Bar Monte Carlo) m a n d a r i n o r i e n t a l . c o m / l a s v e g a s 2

M o o n 4321 W. Flamingo Rd. (Arville St.) W F 7 0 2 - 9 4 2 - 6 8 3 2 B a c h e l o r ( e t t e)
Nightclub n 9 n e g ro u p . c o m / # / m o o n / m a i n 9 3

Restaurants (cont.)

NAME ADDRESS (CROSS STREET) N’HOOD PHONE E X P E R I E N C E

TYPE WEBSITE PRICE NOISE/SINGLES

N i g h t l i f e

NAME ADDRESS (CROSS STREET) N’HOOD PHONE E X P E R I E N C E

TYPE WEBSITE COVER NOISE
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Cool Las Vegas Hotels
M Resort • Outskirts • Trendy (390 rms)

When Tony Marnell II opened the Rio in the late 1980s, it was a huge hit, espe-

cially with the locals. Now Tony III has followed in his father’s footsteps with the

M, a re s o rt geared primarily toward Las Vegans, but also the Angelenos and

S o u t h e rn Californians who pass by the pro p e rty on their way to the Strip. The hotel

maintains its commitment to value—premium beers on tap and artisanal gelato

will set you back around $3 (compared to more than twice that on the Strip)—

without sacrificing quality. The expansive pool are a — w h e re cabanas and daybeds

seem to float atop the water’s glassy surface—has a stunning outdoor stage, which

p romises to be a prime spot for summer concerts. And at the Hostile Grape, a sub-

t e rranean wine cellar and bar, you can taste pours of wine (including Opus One for

a round $13 an ounce) using prepaid tasting cards. $ M Resort, 12300 Las Ve g a s

Blvd. S. (St. Rose Pkwy.), 702-797-1000 / 877-673-7678, themre s o rt . c o m

Cool Las Vegas Restaurants
Bar Masa • Center Strip • Japanese

This über-modern space feels a bit like an airport hangar, but, stark ambience

aside, chef Masa Takayama is serving up some of the city’s most creative

Japanese food. The menu can be a bit hard to navigate on your own; your best

option is to tell your server how much you want to spend, describe your likes

and dislikes, and let the chef prepare you a tasting menu. Menu musts are the

uni risotto with mushrooms, white truffles, and plenty of butter, and the deca-

dent Kobe beef sukiyaki with foie gras. Compared to its neighbor, Shaboo, where

meals start at $500 a person, Bar Masa is relatively affordable, but it’s nonethe-

less a splurge—which is why the clientele tend toward couples and high rollers

who have hit the jackpot. Thu–Mon 5–11pm. $$$$ 1 Aria Resort & Casino,

3730 Las Vegas Blvd. S. (Harmon Ave.), 877-230-2742, arialasvegas.com

Beijing Noodle No. 9 • Center Strip • Chinese
The new noodle joint at Caesars Palace gives Noodles at the Bellagio some

much needed competition. Intended to replicate the fast-paced noodle houses

in the Chinese capital, the restaurant serves up hand-pulled noodles and dim

sum classics. But the design is pure Vegas: Designed by Japan-based architect

Yukichi Kawai and inspired by the Olympic Bird’s Nest, the space is encapsu-

lated by a massive white metal shell with laser cutouts that are backlit by laser-

emitting diodes. (In other words, it glows). Sun–Thu 11am–11pm, Fri–Sat

11am–midnight. $$ b2 Caesars Palace, 3570 Las Vegas Blvd. S. (Flamingo

Rd.), 702-731-7731, caesarspalace.com

BLT Burger • Center Strip • American
It’s official. Chef Laurent Tourondel can make a mean burger—seven ounces of

prime sirloin, short rib, chuck, and brisket, topped with lettuce, tomato, red

onion, and pickles. The milk shakes, including the Nutella-ish Nut Job and the

sassy Grandma’s Treat (spiked with Maker’s Mark), will rock your world, but it’s

the fried pickles—wonderfully light, crispy, and salty—that are the surprise

highlight of this menu. Equally popular with lunch crowds and the post-clubbing

Aria Las Ve g a s 3730 Las Vegas Blvd. S. (Harmon Av e . ) C S 7 0 2 - 6 5 0 - 7 5 6 5 L u x e
C o n t e m p o r a ry ( 4,004) a r i a l a s v e g a s . c o m $ $ 8 6 6 - 3 5 9 - 7 7 5 7

E n c o re Las Ve g a s 3131 Las Vegas Blvd. S. (E. Desert Inn Rd.) N S 7 0 2 - 7 7 0 - 8 0 0 0 L u x e
M o d e rn (2,034) e n c o re l a s v e g a s . c o m $ $ 8 7 7 - 3 2 1 - 9 9 6 6

Hotel 32 3770 Las Vegas Blvd. S.  (Rue de Monte Carlo) S S 8 7 7 - 5 7 6 - 3 2 3 2 L u x e
M o d e rn (50) h o t e l 3 2 l a s v e g a s . c o m $ $

M Resort 12300 Las Vegas Blvd. S. (St. Rose Pkwy. ) O S 7 0 2 - 7 9 7 - 1 0 0 0 C o o l
Trendy (390) t h e m re s o rt . c o m $ 8 7 7 - 6 7 3 - 7 6 7 8

The Palazzo 3325 Las Vegas Blvd. S. (E. Cheyenne Av e . ) N S 7 0 2 - 6 0 7 - 7 7 7 7 L u x e
Trendy (3,066) p a l a z z o l a s v e g a s . c o m $ $ 8 7 7 - 8 8 3 - 6 4 2 3

Palms Place 4381 W. Flamingo Rd. (Arville St.) W F 7 0 2 - 9 3 2 - 7 7 7 7 B a c h e l o r ( e t t e)
Trendy (599) p a l m s p l a c e . c o m $ $ 8 6 6 - 9 4 2 - 7 7 7 2

Planet Hollywood 3667 Las Vegas Blvd. S. (E. Harmon Av e . ) C S 7 0 2 - 7 8 5 - 5 5 5 5 B a c h e l o r ( e t t e)
M o d e rn (2,600) p l a n e t h o l l y w o o d re s o rt . c o m $ $ 8 6 6 - 5 1 7 - 3 2 6 3

V d a r a 2600 W. Harmon Ave.  (Las Vegas Blvd. S.) C S 7 0 2 - 5 9 0 - 2 4 7 4 L u x e
C o n t e m p o r a ry (1,495) v d a r a . c o m $ $ $ 8 6 6 - 7 4 5 - 7 1 1 1

A n d re ’s 3770 Las Vegas Blvd. S. (W. Tropicana Av e . ) S S 7 0 2 - 7 9 8 - 7 1 5 1 L u x e
F rench a n d re l v. c o m $ $ $ $ 1 b

B&B Ristorante 3355 Las Vegas Blvd. S. (Spring Mountain Rd.) C S 7 0 2 - 2 6 6 - 9 9 7 7 L u x e
Italian b a n d b r i s t o r a n t e . c o m $ $ $ 2 b

Bar Masa 3730 Las Vegas Blvd. S.  (Harmon Av e . ) C S 8 7 7 - 2 3 0 - 2 7 4 2 C o o l
Japanese a r i a l a s v e g a s . c o m $ $ $ $ 1

Beijing Noodle No. 9 3570 Las Vegas Blvd. S. (Flamingo Rd.) C S 7 0 2 - 7 3 1 - 7 7 3 1 C o o l
Chinese c a e s a r s p a l a c e . c o m $ $ 2 b

B LT Burg e r 3400 Las Vegas Blvd. S. (Buccaneer Blvd.) C S 7 0 2 - 7 9 2 - 7 8 8 8 C o o l
American b l t b u rg e r. c o m $ 2 b

B o t e ro 3131 Las Vegas Blvd. S. (E. Desert Inn Rd.) N S 7 0 2 - 7 7 0 - 5 3 1 0 L u x e
Steak House e n c o re l a s v e g a s . c o m $ $ $ $ 2 b

Bubble Bar 3570 Las Vegas Blvd. S. (Flamingo Rd.) C S 7 0 2 - 7 3 1 - 7 1 1 0 L u x e
F rench (G) h a rr a h s . c o m $ $ $ $ 2 c

C a rn e v i n o 3325 Las Vegas Blvd. S. (Spring Mountain Rd.) N S 7 0 2 - 7 8 9 - 4 1 4 1 L u x e
Italian c a rn e v i n o . c o m $ $ $ $ 2 b

C u t 3325 Las Vegas Blvd. S. (Spring Mountain Rd.) N S 7 0 2 - 6 0 7 - 6 3 0 0 C o o l
Steak House p a l a z z o l a s v e g a s . c o m $ $ $ $ 2 b

First Food and Bar 3327 Las Vegas Blvd. S. (E. Cheyenne Av e . ) N S 7 0 2 - 6 0 7 - 3 4 7 8 C o o l
Pub Grub f i r s t f o o d a n d b a r. c o m $ 2 b

Black Book Las Vegas
Hotels

NAME ADDRESS (CROSS STREET) N’HOOD PHONE EXPERIENCE 

TYPE (ROOMS) WEBSITE PRICE 800 NUMBER

Restaurants 

NAME ADDRESS (CROSS STREET) N’HOOD PHONE E X P E R I E N C E

TYPE WEBSITE PRICE NOISE/SINGLES
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set from Jet, this burger joint likes to keep things deliciously tongue-in-cheek

with T-shirts on its waitstaff that read “Tip waiters, not cows.” Mon and Thu–Sat

11am–4am, Tue–Wed and Sun 11am–2am. $ b2 The Mirage, 3400 Las Vegas

Blvd. S. (Buccaneer Blvd.), 702-792-7888, bltburger.com

Cut • North Strip • Steak House
You’ll see everyone from business execs to foodies to the cast of The Hills at

Cut, Wolfgang Puck’s Vegas hot spot. Designed by the local firm ABA, the

restaurant nonetheless has all the feeling of LA destination dining, with its min-

imal color scheme, woven felt wall, acid-etched glass, leather tabletops, and

maritime photos by LA artist John Millei. While the décor is certainly something

to behold, this is the place for high-quality red meat. Try the steak tasting

(Nebraska dry-aged sirloin, American Kobe, and Japanese Wagyu) with a side of

c reamed spinach mixed table-side with a fried egg on top. S u n – T h u

5:30–10pm, Fri–Sat 5:30–11pm. $$$$ b2 Palazzo, 3325 Las Vegas Blvd. S.

(Spring Mountain Rd.), 702-607-6300, palazzolasvegas.com

First Food and Bar • North Strip • Pub Grub
If the Las Vegas Strip were to have a neighborhood bar, this would be it.

I n c o n g ruously set among the glitzy shops of the Palazzo, the sprawling 10,000-

s q u a re-foot space has been covered in graffiti and furnished with a mash-up of

vintage and modern pieces to give it a lived-in, not quite divey, ro c k - a n d - roll kind

of feel. The kitchen, helmed by Sammy DeMarco, turns out creative comfort food

like fried eggs with pork chops, grits, biscuits, and gravy; sloppy duck sliders; and

Philly cheesesteak dumplings—served from 7am until the wee hours of the morn-

ing. The photo booth—which allows you to email digital images to yourself—is

also a draw. Daily 7am–4am. $ b 2 Palazzo Las Vegas, 3327 Las Vegas Blvd. S.

(E. Cheyenne Ave.), 702-607-3478, firstfoodandbar. c o m

Hachi • Outskirts • Japanese
Nobu veterans and husband-wife team Martin Swift and Linda Rodriguez are the

culinary brains behind this new sushi spot at the Red Rock Resort. It’s a bit of

a hike from the Strip, but well worth it for the orange and hot-pink Pop Art

décor, the fresh fish flown in daily from Japan, and such standout dishes as the

tempura shrimp with spicy chipotle aioli. Small groups will love the private tata-

mi rooms (which seat up to 12), while revelers would do well to check out the

bar, which offers more than 30 different sakes. Sun–Thu 5–10pm, Fri–Sat

5–11pm. $$ b2 Red Rock Casino, 11011 W. Charleston Blvd. (Hughes Park

Dr.), 702-797-7576, ilovehachi.com

Koi • Center Strip • Japanese
The Vegas outpost of this LA hot spot is still low on the radar thanks to its tucked-

away location on the mezzanine level of the Planet Hollywood. In other words, it’s

still possible to snag a re s e rvation. The menu is similar—if not identical—to that

of its sister restaurants, with a combination of hot and cold plates that includes a

miso black cod and hamachi with citrus and tru ffle oil. The crowd is very Hollywood

(think black-on-black attire and horn-rimmed glasses), and the scene is thumping.

Ask for a corner booth for optimal viewing of the sleek concrete room whose sculp-

t u red ceiling brings to mind a school of fish, and try the Asian pear mart i n i .

Sun–Thu 5:30–10:30pm, Fri–Sat 5:30pm–midnight. $ $ $ b 3 Planet Hollywood,

3667 Las Vegas Blvd. S. (E. Harmon Ave.), 702-454-4555, koire s t a u r a n t . c o m

walls and lavender-scented blankets, may be one of Vegas’ best-kept secre t s — a t

least for now. Opt for one of the Kate Somerville facials if you want to glow like

the A-listers, or try the gemstone massage (diamonds, emeralds, sapphires, and

rubies) with essential oils, guaranteed to make you feel like a million bucks. If

y o u ’ re looking to work off those drinks from the night before, book a personal train-

ing session with Jeff Monroe, model and trainer to the stars. Sun–Thu 9am–6pm,

Fri–Sat 8am–8pm. $ $ $ $ Trump International Hotel & Tower Las Vegas, 2000

Fashion Show Dr. (Las Vegas Blvd. S.), 702-476-8000, tru m p l a s v e g a s h o t e l . c o m

Vdara Health & Beauty • Center Strip • Spa
I t ’s difficult to be unique in the sea of Vegas’ super spas, but Vdara stands apart

as the city’s only green spa. It’s also on the smaller side, with just 11 tre a t m e n t

rooms and an atmosphere that eschews the recent trend of social spa-going.

T h e re are no communal hammams or co-ed plunge pools here, just a quiet oasis

in the midst of Sin City. Opt for one of the product treatments, like the Red

Flower Hold Life Ritual, a 90-minute detoxifying experience that involves an

orange-and–sea-salt exfoliation, a honey-and-flower wrap, and a scalp massage

($250). For something a bit less pricey but equally indulgent, opt for the Ve u v e

Clicquot pedicure, which comes with a flute of bubbly ($75). Daily 6am–8pm.

$$ $ $ 2600 W. Harmon Ave. (Las Vegas Blvd. S.), 702-590-2474, vdara.com

Closures (Please make a note in your Black Book.)

Restaurants:
AJ’s Steakhouse*, p. 87

Andre’s, p. 115

Chinois, p. 87

Commander’s Palace, p. 62

Fadó Irish Pub & Restaurant*, p. 88

Fix*, p. 118

Lutece, p. 120

R Bar Café*, p. 65

Simon Kitchen and Bar, p. 92

3950, p. 66

Nightlife:
AJ’s Steakhouse*, p. 93

Alesium after-hours, p. 93

Battle Bar, p. 93

Body English, p. 94

Céline Dion: A New Day, p. 125

Elton John: The Red Piano, p. 126

Empire Ballroom, p. 95

Fadó Irish Pub & Restaurant*, p. 95

Fix*, p. 126

Folies Bergère, p. 126

Light, p. 127

Lure, p. 127

Mamma Mia!, p. 97

R Bar Café*, p. 71

Scores, p. 71

Seamless, p. 71

Tangerine, p. 99

The Whiskey, p. 73

Attractions:
Guggenheim Hermitage 

Museum, p. 75
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Raku • West Flamingo • Japanese
Chef Mitsuo Endo, formerly of New York’s Megu, opened this Japanese izakaya

with little fanfare back in July 2008. But the secret’s out: This 31-seat restau-

rant has the best non-sushi Japanese food in town—and it’s a steal. The must-

taste item on the menu is the agedashi tofu, but don’t miss the foie gras

chawanmushi or the smoked eggplant with shaved bonito fish. Table reserva-

tions are hard to secure; instead, head over later in the night to rub shoulders

with the likes of Paul Bartolotta and Kerry Simon, who have made this their

post-service go-to spot. Mon–Sat 6pm–3am. $$ 2 5030 Spring Mountain Rd.

(S. Decatur Blvd.), 702-367-3511

Sage • Center Strip • American
Known for his farm-to-table fare, James Beard Aw a rd–winning chef Shawn

McClain seems an unlikely candidate for flashy Sin City, and his new digs—spec-

tacular ones in purple-and-gold grandeur—feel a bit ornate for a menu that fea-

t u res sublimely straightforw a rd dishes such as a slow-poached farm egg. But

d o n ’t let the simplicity fool you: McClain’s dishes are as sophisticated as they are

playful. Foie gras is served crème brûlée style, with salted brioche and cocoa nibs

for contrast, while the aforementioned egg is layered with smoky potato purée

and shaved black tru ffles. Ask about the absinthe selection (the most extensive

in town), ranging from Le To u rment Ve rt to the Marilyn Manson–bottled

Mansinthe to Spain’s Obsello. Mon–Sat 5–11pm. $ $ $ 2 Aria Las Vegas, 3730

Las Vegas Blvd. S. (Harmon Ave.), 702-590-7757, arialasvegas.com

Sushi Samba • North Strip • Sushi
Despite its location amid ritzy shops on the second floor of Palazzo, this fusion

restaurant—the sixth outpost of the New York hot spot—is a total scene, thanks in

p a rt to its art installation–like design. What’s more, the food is top-notch. Opt for

the taquitos or anything off the robata, a Japanese charcoal grill. Seating is tight

and the noise a bit loud for some, but this addition to Vegas’ sushi scene makes a

g reat pre- or post-party meal, especially when you consider that the kitchen serv e s

food until 3am. Mon–Sat 11am–4am, Sun 10am–4am. $ $ $ b 3 Palazzo, 3327

Las Vegas Blvd. S. (E. Sands Ave.), 702-607-0700, sushisamba.com

Cool Las Vegas Nightlife

Artisan Lounge • North Strip • Lounge
Mixologist Tom Sunick presides over this funky, masterpiece art w o r k – b e d e c k e d

lounge, which feels like a film noir set—that, or a Masterpiece Theatre p ro d u c-

tion of Clue. Located just north of the Strip, and tucked underneath the I-15

overpass, this gritty gem attracts a mixed crowd, ranging from business execs

who come for daily happy hours, to hipsters in skinny jeans and vintage tees. Go

on Wednesdays to see saxophonist Martin Mancuso, or Thursdays for acid jazz by

DJ Dakota—and order Sunick’s famous espresso martini. There ’s no cover

c h a rge, but if you’re driving, valet parking ($2) is mandatory. 2 4 / 7 . 2  T h e

A rtisan Hotel, 1501 W. Sahara Ave. (I-15), 702-214-4000, theart i s a n h o t e l . c o m

The Bank Nightclub • Center Strip • Nightclub
A refreshing departure from mega-nightclubs Pure and LAX, The Bank is rela-

tively intimate, maxing out at around 1,000 partiers. Crystal chandeliers, tables

food. The brainchild of chef Kim Canteenwalla and his wife, restaurant guru

Elizabeth Blau, this chic but casual spot delivers American classics with a twist.

Order the oversize sticky bun and the egg and steak sliders for breakfast. And

come back late around dinnertime for the lobster pot pie or braised short ribs.

Sun–Thu 6:30am–1am, Fri–Sat 6:30am–3am. $$ 2 Encore Las Vegas, 3131

Las Vegas Blvd. S. (E. Desert Inn Rd.), 702-248-3463, encorelasvegas.com

Luxe Las Vegas Nightlife
Blush • North Strip • Nightclub

The lounge formerly known as Lure is now Blush, a self-proclaimed “boutique

nightclub.” Indeed, the 4,500-square-foot space, with its plush sofas, its low,

l a n t e rn-lit ceilings, and its leafy outdoor patio, does manage to feel more like an

intimate house party than a sweaty, throbbing discotheque. Expect a sophisticat-

ed, 30-plus crowd (think chic black dresses and Manolos, rather than minis and

Steve Madden platforms) and a scene that transforms from low-key lounge to after-

hours part y. Arrive early to ensure admittance, or book a room at the hotel—Wy n n

guests get pre f e rential treatment. Tue–Sat 9pm–late. 93 Wynn Las Vegas, 3131

Las Vegas Blvd. S. (W. Fashion Show Dr.), 702-770-3633, wynnlasvegas.com

Luxe Las Vegas Attractions
Mandarin Spa • Center Strip • Spa

L e t ’s face it: Most Vegas spas have fairly plush wet areas, and the 27,000-

s q u a re-foot, bilevel spa at the Mandarin Oriental is no exception. There are expe-

riential showers with settings like Rainforest and Arctic Mist, vitality pools with

c o n t o u red beds that erupt into a burst of bubbles at the push of a button, and

p e rfectly balmy steam rooms. But what really sets this spa apart from the pack

is its menu of Asian-inspired treatments. If money is no object, opt for the Qi

Balancing Journ e y, a three-and-a-half-hour treatment that involves a foot cleanse,

exfoliation, and mud wrap, followed by an acupre s s u re head and body massage.

If you’re short on time (and cash), try the Revitalize Foot Spa, a scrub and ru b

that will put the spring back in your step. Daily 9am–9pm. $ $ $ $ 3752 Las Ve g a s

Blvd. S. (Rue de Monte Carlo), 702-590-8886, mandarinoriental.com/lasvegas

Spa at Encore • North Strip • Spa
I t ’s difficult to one-up the spas in this town, but Wynn has done just that with his

spa at Encore. This expansive Eastern pleasure palace, with its Buddha statues,

oversize lanterns, and Persian rugs, is made to feel intimate through a series of

welcoming lobbies and foyers—all of which lead to relaxation rooms equipped with

the requisite plunge pools and experiential showers. There ’s a full-service spa as

well, where you can treat yourself to a mani-pedi in your own private room over-

looking the gardens below. Daily 9am–7pm. $ $ $ $ E n c o re Las Vegas, 3131 Las

Vegas Blvd. S. (E. Desert Inn Rd.), 702-770-4772, encore l a s v e g a s . c o m

The Spa at Trump • North Strip • Spa
I t ’s not the biggest spa in Vegas, nor does it boast the fancier water tre a t m e n t s

you’ll find at other oases around town, but this sumptuous spa, with its suede
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cluttered with bottles of Cristal, and go-go girls in black lace give this place a

swish, upscale feel. Despite the $75 premium for bottle service ($475 versus

the $400 you’ll spend at most other venues in town), it’s worthwhile to reserve

a table. Service is top-notch, and that Red Bull and vodka will cost you $20 a

pop at the bar anyway. But if the price tag is a too hefty, position yourself along

the uppermost balcony, where you’ll have a prime view of the dance floor two

levels below. Thu–Sun 10:30pm–4am. 93 Bellagio, 3600 Las Vegas Blvd. S.

(E. Flamingo Rd.), 702-693-8300, lightgroup.com

Beauty Bar • Downtown • Bar
This 11-year-old spot is still rocking, thanks to its Sputnik-era beauty parlor décor

(the hair- d ryer seats and the like were salvaged from a salon in Trenton, NJ), potent

cocktails, and punk rock music. The crowd here tends to be younger—think college

students and indie artists—while the drinks have names like Platinum Blonde and

P rell. Order the Blue Rinse, a twist on the grasshopper made with blue curaçao,

and go on Mondays for karaoke with a live backup band. Tuesdays are now

U n d e rg round-a-Go-Go nights, a tribute to ro c k a b i l l y, swing, and ska, featuring bur-

lesque dancers with feather boas and Bettie Page bangs. Daily 9:30pm–4am. 3

517 Fremont St. (Las Vegas Blvd.), 702-598-1965, beautybar. c o m

Christian Audigier • North Strip • Nightclub
S t reet fashion designer Christian Audigier has teamed up with Pure

Management Group to open his own nightclub in the space formerly occupied

by Tangerine. The venue has the advantage of an outdoor patio overlooking the

Sirens Cove (where the Sirens perform every hour and a half), and Ed Hardy fans

won’t be disappointed by the décor, which is classic Audigier: red velvet walls,

crocodile leather booths, skull-and-rose-encrusted mirrors, and jellyfish tanks

(which the fashion mogul describes as “art in motion”). Skip the lines (and the

cover charge) by booking a table for dinner at Social House, the sushi joint

upstairs. Thu–Sun 10pm–late. 93 Treasure Island, 3300 Las Vegas Blvd. S.

(Spring Mountain Rd.), 702-894-7580, audigierlv.com

The Griffin • Downtown • Bar
In downtown Vegas’ redeveloping Fremont East neighborhood, bearded, tat-

tooed, plaid-wearing patrons mingle with girls in miniskirts and motorcycle

boots at this candlelit den with vaulted ceilings and exposed wood beams. The

beverage of choice is draft PBR, though the Griffin Martini is also excellent. Go

early for a more low-key vibe—and to nab a red leather booth; after midnight,

there’s dancing in the back room. On Wednesday nights, local band the Rooks

performs bluesy rock tunes. Nonsmokers beware: This crowd loves its American

Spirits. Mon–Sat 5pm–3am, Sun 9pm–3am. 2 511 Fremont St. (Las Vegas

Blvd.), 702-382-0577

Mandarin Bar • Center Strip • Bar
Nightlife options in Vegas tend to fall into one of three categories: sprawling

nightclubs populated by barely clad girls and their frat-boy counterparts, 

casino bars (read hooker central), and off-Strip dive bars. That’s why this glam-

orous, glassed-in spot, perched on the 23rd floor of the Mandarin Oriental, is

such a gem. The servers wear classy black satin numbers and the cocktails

come with a pedigree (mixologist Charlotte Voisey collaborated on the menu).

Try the cucumber and cilantro margarita or the golden leaf martini—made with

muddled mandarin, pineapple, lime, and Hendrick’s gin—and skip the ho-hum

Bubble Bar • Center Strip • French (G)
Bubble Bar, the champagne lounge adjacent to French-heavy Guy Savoy's epony-

mous restaurant, may be less formal than its next-door neighbor, but it’s fast

becoming a favorite of foodies in the know. Indeed, this may be the best place in

town to sample haute cuisine without the haute price tag. The menu of “Bites and

Bubbles” includes eight diff e rent kinds of bubbly by the glass, all of them serv e d

alongside small, big, and sweet bites of caviar, foie gras, Kobe beef, and pots de

crème. There ’s a communal table, as well as several two-tops for a more intimate

experience, but if you can, snag a table by the retractable glass wall for spectac-

ular views overlooking the Strip. Wed–Sun 5:30–10:30pm. $ $ $ $ c 2 C a e s a r s

Palace, 3570 Las Vegas Blvd. S. (Flamingo Rd.), 702-731-7110, harr a h s . c o m

Carnevino • North Strip • Italian
Soaring ceilings, a sumptuous color palette of rust, cream, and dark brown, and

rich materials such as leather, marble, and walnut set the stage for Joe

Bastianich and Mario Batali’s third Vegas outpost, Carnevino. Here, you’ll still

find signature pasta dishes (such as cannelloni with duck and Amarone) and

even some seafood offerings, but the real emphasis—as the name implies—is

on meat, specifically hormone and antibiotic-free beef, rubbed with sea salt,

black pepper, and fresh rosemary. Older men with big bellies and a propensity

for Barolos rub elbows with a younger set looking to avoid the carbs while still

getting their Batali fix. Daily 5–11pm. $$$$ b2 Palazzo, 3325 Las Vegas Blvd.

S. (Spring Mountain Rd.), 702-789-4141, carnevino.com

Payard Patisserie • Center Strip • Cafe/Dessert
This brunch spot and candy store is like an adult version of Willy Wonka’s choco-

late factory. In the circular restaurant, the focal point is the kitchen, which is

surrounded by a buffet piled high with croissants and pains au chocolat. The

chef whips up sinful concoctions such as a fried egg croque monsieur on

brioche and chocolate French toast topped with Nutella and bananas. Next

door, the confection shop hawks assorted sweets for a grown-up palate. Daily

6:30am–11pm. $ 2 Caesars Palace, 3570 Las Vegas Blvd. S. (Flamingo Rd.),

702-731-7292, payard.com

Sinatra • North Strip • Italian
This restaurant would have been called Theo’s, after chef Theo Schoenegger,

the Italian-born maestro who earned national acclaim at LA’s Patina, if not for

a last-minute change to its current moniker. And while there ’s no shortage of

the cro o n e r’s memorabilia (the place is awash in Oscars, Emmys, Grammys,

and life-size portraits), Sinatra’s manages to avoid cheesiness. The design, for

one, is gorgeous—all rich creams and corals, with sage-green accents and

black moldings. And then there ’s the Cal-Italian fare: handmade agnolotti

s t u ffed with ricotta and herbs, seared scallops with artichoke hearts and

crispy basil, and braised osso buco with perfectly al dente risotto. D a i l y

5:30–10pm. $ $ $ $ b 1 E n c o re Las Vegas, 3131 Las Vegas Blvd. S. (E. Desert

Inn Rd.), 702-770-5320, encore l a s v e g a s . c o m

Society • North Strip • American
From a design perspective, Encore’s cafe, with its voluminous black-and-white

striped drapes, black crocodile chairs, and red tufted settees, is by far the

coolest in Las Vegas. It also happens to serve some of the most phenomenal
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appetizers in favor of the (free) spicy cashews and pesto olives. The bar is buzzi-

est on weekend nights, and the crowd gets younger as the night goes on. Make

a reservation if you want to nab one of the plush velvet banquettes or the low,

l a c q u e red tables with Strip views. Sun–Thu 4:30pm–1am, Fri–Sat

4:30pm–2am. 2 Mandarin Oriental, 3752 Las Vegas Blvd. S. (Rue de Monte

Carlo), 702-590-8888, mandarinoriental.com/lasvegas

Noir Bar • South Strip • Lounge
This sumptuous, subterranean lounge is reservation only. In fact, Noir Bar is so

exclusive, you probably won’t even catch a glimpse of its crocodile leather and

Swarovski crystal interior. However, if you do secure a reservation (lucky you!),

the party heats up around 2am and lasts all morning long. Try to act noncha-

lant as you rub elbows with the Hilton sisters and the cast of The Hills, then

sidle up to the bar for a cocktail by the club’s master mixologists, who will con-

jure up a personalized concoction made from fresh fruit, spices, and top-shelf

alcohol. Wed–Sat 10pm–late (reservations required). 92  Luxor, 3900 Las

Vegas Blvd. S. (E. Reno Dr.), 702-262-5257, luxor.com

The Pearl • West Flamingo • Concert Venue
Bands are lining up to play this state-of-the-art concert hall. That’s because this

intimate venue boasts a stage just four feet off the floor and a seating capacity

of only 2,500 seats. Even the farthest seat is a mere 120 feet from the action.

What’s more, the Pearl is hardwired to the Palms’ recording studio, so hit-

makers such as Tool and Gwen Stefani can cut a live record of their shows. This

place fills up fast, so be sure to order your tickets quick. And if you’re planning

a group outing, snag one of the private boxes; they come complete with a pri-

vate bar and lounge area. Hours vary; check website for showtimes. 93 Palms,

4321 W. Flamingo Rd. (Arville St.), 702-942-7777, palmspearl.com

Tao Beach • Center Strip • Nightclub
The fad du jour in Vegas is to start the party midday, continue through the night,

and wrap things up the following morning. In May, the nightlife impresarios

behind Tao opened the rooftop Tao Beach, the daytime counterpart to the sul-

try Asian-themed restaurant, lounge, and nightclub. For the ultimate experi-

ence, rent one of the seven luxury cabanas, which come equipped with plasma

TVs, Xbox consoles, WiFi, and minibars. On “Sunset Sessions” Sundays, join

the bronzed and the beautiful at the gilded Buddha-head bar to watch scantily

clad ladies dance in the pool, while the fire-pits glow atop their 14-foot

columns. Thu–Sat 10pm–5am. 92  The Venetian, 3355 Las Vegas Blvd. S.

(Spring Mountain Rd.), 702-388-8588, taolasvegas.com

XS • North Strip • Nightclub
I n s p i red by St. Tropez’ Club 55, this sprawling indoor-outdoor nightclub is the hot

spot du jour, attracting a crowd from jocks in jeans to gray-haired gents in Arm a n i

to bachelorettes letting go that one last time to waifish model-types in slinky

d resses. Bottle service is definitely the way to go, so if possible re s e rve a booth

overlooking one of the dancing poles, which get more popular as the night pro g re s s-

es. Expect long lines on Fridays and Saturdays when it wouldn’t hurt to bring your

hot lady friends along. Monday nights are industry night and generally more man-

ageable from a crowd perspective. Fri–Mon 10pm–4am. 93 E n c o re Las Ve g a s ,

3131 Las Vegas Blvd. S. (E. Desert Inn Rd.), 702-770-0097, xslasvegas.com

way—which gives the hotel the best of both worlds: You’re in the center of it all,

but it’s possible to escape the constant hum of the slot machines and the drunk

frat boys sucking down oversize frozen drinks. Rooms are sleek and modern, in

a neutral color palette of deep browns, taupes, and heather grays. All suites

have full kitchens, freestanding soaking tubs, and Aveda bath products.

Upgrade to one of the penthouse suites, located on the top three floors, with

panoramic city views—and don’t miss brunch at Silk Road (the blueberry

ricotta pancakes with orange blossom syrup and candied rose petals are a must).

$$$ 2600 W. Harmon Ave. (Las Vegas Blvd. S.), 702-590-2474 / 866-745-

7111, vdara.com

Luxe Las Vegas R e s t a u r a n t s
Andre’s • South Strip • French

Locals mourned the closing of Andre’s downtown restaurant, but the renovated

space at the Monte Carlo (which also stole much of its sister location’s staff)

continues to delight. The opulent décor—silk brocade booths, antique mirrors,

Limoges china—sets the stage for traditional, supremely executed French food.

The entire restaurant has a hushed sense of occasion: This is the real deal, from

pan-seared foie gras and lobster thermidor to the soufflé and assorted confec-

tions. After dinner, retire upstairs to the cigar lounge (Andre’s is one of the last

restaurants to permit smoking on the premises) and sample the impressive col-

lection of cognac. Daily 5:30pm–closing. $$$$ b1 Monte Carlo, 3770 Las

Vegas Blvd. S. (W. Tropicana Ave.), 702-798-7151, andrelv.com

B&B Ristorante • Center Strip • Italian
This is the first Vegas outpost of Mario Batali and Joe Bastianich, the culinary

duo behind two of New York’s top Italian restaurants, Babbo and Del Posto.

Tucked away at the end of The Venetian’s restaurant row, this intimate space,

with its dark woods, creamy yellow walls, and Italian marble, sets the perfect

tone for signature dishes, such as mint and lamb sausage, hearty gnocchi with

braised oxtail, and grilled veal chop, imported from Batali’s cattle ranch in

Maine. Let the knowledgeable sommeliers help you select from the impressive

wine list, and save room for the bombolini, ricotta doughnut holes served with

dark chocolate dipping sauce. Daily 5–11pm. $$$ b2 The Venetian, 3355 Las

Vegas Blvd. S. (Spring Mountain Rd.), 702-266-9977, bandbristorante.com

Botero • North Strip • Steak House
This circular space, centered on Botero’s massively rotund fertility goddess,

incorporates dark wood and palm fronds, tufted white columns, cushy white

leather armchairs, tiled floors inlaid with floral mosaics, and sliding glass doors

that open onto a pool deck. As for the food, you can’t go wrong with the dry-

aged rib eye with chimichurri sauce, though you’d do well to sample some of

the menu’s more offbeat offerings, including the artichoke-and-fennel-stuffed

loup de mer or the garlic-roasted bone marrow. Whatever you decide, be sure to

save room for Botero’s playful desserts. We love the PB&J donuts. Sun–Thu

5:30–10:30pm, Fri–Sat 5:30–11pm. $$$$ b2 Encore Las Vegas, 3131 Las

Vegas Blvd. S. (E. Desert Inn Rd.), 702-770-5310, encorelasvegas.com
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Cool Las Vegas Attractions
Drift Spa & Hammam • West Flamingo • Spa

One antidote to Sin City’s neon lights and the incessant peals and dings of its

slot machines is the 20-room spa at Palms Place, an oasis of cool grays, beiges,

and dark browns. Upstairs, there’s a gym with views of the Strip, but the real

draw is the Turkish hammam, a slightly more temperate version of a unisex

steam room. After a late night dancing it up under the stars at Moon, opt for the

Deep Sea Detox, or soothe your sun-kissed skin with the Rockin’ Desert Quench.

Daily 6am–9pm. $$$$ Palms Place, 4381 W. Flamingo Rd. (Arville St.), 702-

944-3219, palmsplace.com

Liquid • Center Strip • Pool Party
Aria’s pool party is a slightly larger, slightly more masculine version of its sister

property, Bare at the Mirage.  But at 16,000 square feet, the pool party is still

significantly more exclusive (not to mention tamer) than the likes of Wet

Republic and Rehab.  All pool-goers have access to the main pool, but two pri-

vate plunge pools are reserved for cabana guests.  Either way, the real highlight

of Liquid is that Brian Massie heads up the kitchen. Daily 11am–6pm. Aria

Resort & Casino, 3730 Las Vegas Blvd. S. (Harmon Ave.), 702-693-8300,

lightgroup.com/nightlife/liquid-pool-lounge-las-vegas

B a c h e l o r ( e t t e ) Las Vegas Hotels
Palms Place • West Flamingo • Trendy (599 rm s )

If a spot on the Strip isn’t paramount, it’s hard to imagine cooler digs than the 

a p a rtment-style rooms at Palms Place, the Palms’ sister pro p e rt y. Spacious studios

swathed in dark wood, red lacquer, and white marble are decked out with white, faux

alligator leather beds, stainless-steel kitchens, and not one but two 50-inch plasma

TVs. Still, it’s worth the upgrade to the one-bedroom suites, all of which occupy a

c o rner position and boast working fireplaces. Request a Strip-side room on a high

f l o o r, and keep an eye out for Britney and Jessica at the sixth-floor pool. $ $ 4 3 8 1

W. Flamingo Rd. (Arville St.), 702-932-7777 / 866-942-7772, palmsplace.com

Planet Hollywood • Center Strip • Trendy (2,600 rms)
This casino-hotel bears almost no resemblance to its pre d e c e s s o r, the Arabian

Nights–themed Aladdin, and that’s a good thing. With its soaring ceilings sup-

p o rted by black-and-white striped columns, crystal disco balls, and hue-

changing lights, Planet Hollywood seems poised to join the ranks of the Hard

Rock and the Palms as a go-to spot for the younger Vegas set, not to mention

the celeb crowds they follow (Bruce Willis, Sophia Bush, and Pamela

Anderson have all been spotted here.) Be sure to book one of the re n o v a t e d

rooms (lower floors are still woefully dated), which are filled with Hollywood

memorabilia. Panorama suites offer stunning views of neighboring Paris and

the Bellagio water show. $ $ 3667 Las Vegas Blvd. S. (E. Harmon Ave.), 702-

785-5555 / 866-517-3263, planethollywoodre s o rt . c o m

Suites, which have tufted white vinyl headboards, freestanding soaking tubs, and

funky artwork (like the ubiquitous hand sculptures). $ $ 3730 Las Vegas Blvd. S.

( H a rmon Ave.), 702-650-7565 / 866-359-7757, arialasvegas.com

Encore Las Vegas • North Strip • Modern (2,034 rms)
Steve Wynn knows how to build a casino, and Encore is definitely recognizable

as the sister property to his first venture, the eponymously named Wynn. Both

share the same aesthetic, the same attention to detail, and the same indoor-

outdoor design sensibility. That said, this addition to the Strip is, as a whole, small-

e r, cozier, and sexier than its predecessor (perhaps it’s all that red). The proper-

ty’s black-and-cream rooms are the exception when it comes to size—these are

significantly larger than the standard rooms you’ll find at Wynn. The smallest

rooms in this all-suites hotel are 700 square feet, and each comes with all the

trappings, including a 42-inch plasma TV that swivels between the sleeping and

living areas, in-room panels that control your “Do not disturb” sign from bed,

and remote control blinds. $$ 3131 Las Vegas Blvd. S. (E. Desert Inn Rd.),

702-770-8000 / 877-321-9966, encorelasvegas.com

Hotel 32 • South Strip • Modern (50 rms)
The new hotel within a hotel located on the top floor of the Monte Carlo has a

private porte cochere, an express elevator, and in-suite check-in, so you’ll never

have to mix with the hoi polloi if you don’t want to. Rooms range from studios to

t w o - b e d room palaces and include all the latest high-tech gizmos, from BluRay

DVD players to iHome docking stations. Guests also receive an iPod touch with a

mobile concierge application, so you can valet your car, order from a pillow menu,

or get room service without picking up the phone. Hotel 32 is part of the Monte

C a r l o ’s new look and feel, which is also defined by the Light Gro u p – run Brand

steak house; Andre ’s, a temple to haute French cuisine; and Diablo’s Cantina, a

Strip-side bar- c u m - restaurant with stellar margaritas and live music.  $ $ 3 7 7 0

Las Vegas Blvd. S. (Rue de Monte Carlo), 877-576-3232, hotel32lasvegas.com

The Palazzo • North Strip • Trendy (3,066 rms)
Like its sister property, The Venetian, The Palazzo boasts a star-studded roster

of restaurants, high-end shopping (including a three-story Barney’s and bou-

tiques by Catherine Malandrino, Michael Kors, and Christian Louboutin), and a

supersize spa. But what really separates the Palazzo from the rest of the pack

are its suites, classic in décor and kitted out with all the latest technology. Even

the most basic luxury suite is palatial in size (approximately 720 square feet),

with a sunken living room, plush chocolate couches, two flat-screen TVs, and a

spacious five-fixture bathroom—features that make it appealing both to busi-

ness execs who love the in-room printer, and to bachelors and bachelorettes

looking for more bang for their buck. (An extra $50 will get you a room with a

view of the Strip.) With its marble statues, opulent fountains, and soaring atri-

um lobby, The Palazzo puts on more serious airs than The Venetian, whose

tongue-in-cheek Piazza San Marco and artificial gondola-navigated waterways

are monuments to kitsch. $$ 3325 Las Vegas Blvd. S. (E. Cheyenne Ave.), 702-

607-7777 / 877-883-6423, palazzolasvegas.com

Vdara • Center Strip • Contemporary (1,495 rms)
The all-suite, non-gaming Vdara is tucked away from the Strip in the $8.5 bil-

lion CityCenter complex.  It’s connected to the Bellagio by a pedestrian walk-

way, and Aria, CityCenter’s 4,000-room centerpiece, is just across the drive-
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Bachelor(ette) Las Vegas Restaurants
P.U.B. • Center Strip • Pub

We love the Todd English of Olives and Figs, but the big-headed celeb chef has

had his share of missteps.  Still, English’s latest endeavor, a casual British-

inspired pub at the intersection of Aria and Crystals, is nothing short of a home

run.  The long, narrow space houses a lively bar (complete with darts and beer

pong) in the front, and a homey restaurant, with exposed brick, leather booths,

and an open kitchen, in the back. The menu has pub staples like bangers and

mash, as well as a make-your-own carvery section, with mix-and-match meats,

sauces, and breads, and decadent but simple pleasures like the fried bologna

sandwich. Sun–Thu 11am–11pm, Fri–Sat 11am–midnight. $$ b3 3730 Las

Vegas Blvd. S. (Harmon Ave.), 702-489-8083, toddenglishpub.com

Stack • Center Strip • Continental
Yet another “scene and cuisine” notch in the Light Gro u p ’s belt, Stack is sure to

lend a bit of hipness to the Mirage. Why? Because this place is run by the same

super duo who brought you Fix at Bellagio. That’s right, Oliver Wharton and Brian

Massie are reinvigorating this aging tropical paradise with glorified American com-

f o rt food served up in a fun and inviting atmosphere. Some of the more intere s t-

ing dishes on the menu include a mac and Kobe balls pasta, a hot rocks sirloin

steak appetizer, and a 24-ounce cowboy steak. Oh yeah, this place also has adult

tater tots! Sun–Thu 5–11pm, Fri–Sat 5pm–midnight. $ $ $ b 3 Mirage, 3400 Las

Vegas Blvd. S. (Buccaneer Blvd.), 702-792-7800, stacklasvegas.com

Strip House • Center Strip • Steak House
Strip House, the sultry new steak house at the revamped Planet Hollywood, feels

v e ry much like a gentlemen’s club, with its crimson décor (think red brocade, re d

vinyl, red velvet), polished chrome, dark woods, and walls hung with sepia photo-

graphs of women in the buff. And yet everyone from suits to pro athletes to bach-

e l o rettes comes here for old-school fare such as clams casino, Caesar salad, and

shrimp cocktail, but especially for the excellent cuts of meat (try the 20-ounce

New York strip or the bone-in rib eye). The wine list is heavy on big, bold Cabs and

B o rdeaux. Sun–Thu 5–11pm, Fri–Sat 5–11:30pm. $ $ $ b 2 Planet Hollywood,

3667 Las Vegas Blvd. S. (E. Harmon Ave.), 702-737-5200, striphouse.net

Bachelor(ette) Las Vegas Nightlife

Moon • West Flamingo • Nightclub
High up in the Palms’ Fantasy To w e r, 53 stories above the Strip, this fanciful,

space-age, boutique club features a glass-tiled floor that changes colors and a

retractable roof that slides open to reveal phenomenal views of the desert night.

When the roof is closed, you’ll be wowed as much by the club’s fantastical laser-

light show as by the cocktail servers and go-go dancers in their short, tight silver

u n i f o rms. The swinging crowds get going late here, so wait until after midnight to

head up and get down. Tue and Thu–Sun 10:30pm–late. 93 Palms, 4321 W.

Flamingo Rd. (Arville St.), 702-942-6832, n9negro u p . c o m / # / m o o n / m a i n

Peepshow • Center Strip • Show
The burlesque show at Planet Hollywood, starring Holly Madison of The Girls

Next Door and Dancing with the Stars, has plenty of T&A. But in addition to the

meat—male and female—on display, there’s singing, dancing, and backup

music by an all-girl rock band in this tale of an innocent girl who discovers her

inner sexuality. Directed and choreographed by Tony Award–winning Jerry

Mitchell, the show has earned rave reviews across the board for being naughty,

but still classy enough so you can bring your date along. Sun-Tue and Thu 9pm,

Fri-Sat 8pm. 92 Planet Hollywood, 3667 Las Vegas Blvd. S. (E. Harmon Ave.),

800-745-3000, lasvegaspeepshow.com

Wasted Space • East Flamingo • Lounge
Motocross superstar Carey Hart’s venture at the Hard Rock has inspired a cult

following among the motorcycle and punk rock crowd. Branding itself the “anti-

club,” this 5,000-square-foot rock lounge (decked out in vintage rock memora-

bilia) is certainly a far cry from mega-clubs Pure and LAX. Think buxom bottle

blonds in fishnets, tattooed gents stuffed into tight black jeans, and lithe raven-

locked beauties with piercings galore. Go on a Wednesday for industry night and

keep one eye out for femme rocker Pink (Hart’s ex-wife); she’s been known to

drop in for impromptu performances. Tue–Sun 9pm–4am. 3 Hard Rock, 4455

Paradise Rd. (E. Harmon Ave.), 702-693-4040, hartswastedspace.com

B a c h e l o r ( e t t e ) Las Vegas A t t r a c t i o n s

Wet Republic • South Strip • Pool
Wear your best bikini and arrive early (or call the VIP hotline to reserve a chaise

lounge) if you want to score a seat at Las Vegas’ most recent addition to the pool

party scene. This 53,000-square-foot space, encompassing two massive saltwa-

ter pools, a shaded open-air lounge with a 60-foot marble bar, and 14 private

bungalows and cabanas, is hopping by noon. The weekend brings a crowd of

muscled frat boys and girls gone wild. For a more sedate experience, go during

the week. Daily 11am–dusk. MGM Grand, 3400 Las Vegas Blvd. S. (E.

Tropicana Ave.), 702-891-3563, wetrepublic.com

Luxe Las Vegas H o t e l s
Aria Las Vegas • Center Strip • Contemporary (4,004 rms)

Designed by New Haven–based arc h i t e c t u re firm Pelli Clarke Pelli (whose César

Pelli mentored the likes of Maya Lin), the 61-story Aria is the centerpiece, not

just of CityCenter, but of the new Las Vegas Strip—which is looking considerably

less Disney and more avant-garde these days. The interior of the pair of curv e d

steel-and-glass stru c t u res is somewhat more predictable (casino, flashy re s t a u-

rants, high-end boutiques, thumping nightclubs), though rooms are kitted out

with the latest in technology—a personalized automation system controls every-

thing from temperature and lighting to music and wake-up calls—and there are

world-class art installations throughout the pro p e rt y. Basic rooms are adequate,

if nothing special in terms of design; instead, opt for one of the palatial Sky




