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The Sugarmill • Kings Cross • Bar
A throwback to the Kings Cross of old, the Sugarmill rekindles the infamous

bohemian spirit of the Cross with its intricate patterned ceilings, old-school fur-

nishings, and antique tile work. And yet this snug corner pub also demonstrates

more upscale ambitions, seamlessly blending that historic past with more mod-

ern touches like slick, Italian-style, dark-stained bars and vintage leather

booths. The bar also offers eight beers on tap and a good choice of cocktails, as

well as an appealing pub-grub menu. Daily 11am–5am. 2 33–37 Darlinghurst

Rd. (Roslyn St.), 02.9368.7333, sugarmill.com.au

Wine Odyssey Australia • The Rocks • Bar
Walk through the heritage doors of Wine Odyssey Australia in Sydney’s The

Rocks and you’ll embark on a true wine adventure. In the wine journey room,

aficionados can taste-test 44 exceptional Australian wines unlikely to be found

outside the cellar door via a state-of-the-art self-serve pouring system. Since

taste is inextricably linked to smell, in the upstairs aroma room you’ll experience

50 wine aromas that will help you give voice to the extraordinary flavors you’re

discovering. Finally, in the dimmed theatre room you’ll embark on a sensory

journey through six of Australia’s finest niche wineries—tasting their exquisite

wines as, on screen, some of the producers share their passion, stories, and

secrets. Sun–Wed noon–10pm, Thu–Sat noon–midnight. 1 39–43 Argyle St.

(Harrington St.), 02.8114.0256, wineodyssey.com.au

Classic Sydney Hotels
Ibis Sydney King Street Wharf • King Street Wharf • Modern (91 rms)

The Ibis King Street Wharf offers one of the most affordable inner-city hotel

experiences in one of Sydney’s hottest waterfront locations. Just minutes from

Darling Harbour and surrounded by lively restaurants, bars, and cafes, this

eight-story hotel offers 91 rooms, each decorated with funky color schemes (in

red, brown, and white), sleek modern furniture, and plasma-screen TVs; a few

rooms even boast water views. The hotel also features a tapas-style bar and

restaurant (IBistro), a breakfast room, guest laundry services, and covered car

parking. With a starting price of $190 for a standard room, the Ibis King is a

better deal than most of the surrounding hotels, making it the perfect base of

operations for sightseeing, shopping, waterfront strolling, beach bathing, or

indulging in some of the city’s more frenzied nightlife. $ 22 Shelley St. (Erskine

St.), 02.8243.0700, ibishotel.com

Pullman at Sydney Olympic Park • Out-of-City • Modern (212 rms)
Strategically located in Sydney’s dynamic sports, entertainment, business, and

technology hub, this stylish hotel is fast becoming a popular alternative to the

harborside tourist crush. The sleek hotel cleverly amalgamates ultra-chic design

and modern conveniences with the warmth and friendliness of a small boutique

hotel. The 212 rooms and suites all boast modern design, minimalist furnish-

ings, sweeping panoramic views, and large bathrooms. Guests are able to utilize

a number of other fitness and recreational facilities in the precinct in addition

to the hotel’s 24-hour high-tech gym, including the Sydney Olympic Aquatic

Centre, a golf driving range, cycling and jogging tracks, and even a trapeze

school. The hotel also offers a range of dining options, including the elegant

Cream Tangerine • Bondi Beach • Bar
With stunning views of Bondi Beach, this bar offers revelers a deliciously laid-

back place to unwind after a lazy summer day at the beach. From the same

team that brought The Rum Diaries to Sydney, Cream Tangerine boasts seriously

wicked cocktails, including the piña colada bowl for two, which arrives topped

with roiling blue flames. With two outdoor cocktail bars, plush daybed décor,

and ocean views stretching the length of the first floor of the Swiss Grand

Resort and Spa, this is summertime drinking at its best. For those seeking a

more exclusive venue, the bar also offers indoor and outdoor VIP areas.

Wed–Sun noon–late. 2 Swiss Grand Resort and Spa, Campbell Parade

(Curlewis St.), 02.9300.8471, creamtangerine.com.au

Goldfish • Kings Cross • Bar
Thanks to a complete refit, this onetime seedy corner pub has emerged from

the pit of obscurity to stake its claim as one of Sydney’s flashiest nightspots.

Previously known as The Goldfish Bowl, this was the place where the city’s

shadiest characters gathered for 24-hour beers and a taste of the Kings Cross

underbelly. But now, the dingy interior and drunken old men have given way to

puffy ottomans, throw cushions, and a decidedly hip, upwardly mobile young

crowd. Cocktails are high on the agenda here, with a killer list of more than 60

offerings from the classics, as well as house specialties such as the Tiki Fizz

and the Funk Rum Swizzle. There’s also a good selection of beers on tap. Daily

5 p m – l a t e . 2  The Crest Hotel, 111 Darlinghurst Rd. (Bayswater Rd.),

02.8354.6630, thegoldfish.com.au

Ravesi’s Wine Bar • Bondi Beach • Wine Bar
Overlooking Australia’s most iconic and popular stretches of sand, Ravesi’s is

the perfect place to relax, unwind, and soak up the sun-drenched Bondi vibe.

The product of the first-floor refurbishment of Ravesi’s Hotel, this slick wine bar

with a modernist white interior has added a touch of class to the laid-back

beachside suburb. While the focus is on the vino (a lengthy wine list includes

rare finds such as Argentinean malbec) and the new décor, there’s also a brand-

new menu featuring tapas, tasting plates, and pizza. Grab a glass and join the

local glitterati on the balcony, watching the passing parade of surfers and toast-

ing the end of another glorious day. Mon–Sat noon–3pm and 5:30–late, Sun

9am–4pm. 2 Ravesi’s Hotel, 118 Campbell Parade (Hall St.), 02.9365.4422,

ravesis.com.au

Small Bar • City Center • Bar
The appropriately named Small Bar is the first bar of its kind to exploit the city

of Sydney’s “Live Laneways” project, which aims to reanimate derelict alleys in

the CBD. Located in a historical terrace that dates back to 1870, the site has

undergone any number of incarnations over the years, including a domestic res-

idence, a fishmonger, a butcher shop, and a retail outlet. Today, this cozy, no-

frills, hole-in-the-wall bar provides sanctuary from the bustle of city life with its

inviting polished floorboards, homely interior, and modest selection of beer and

wine. Mon–Fri 10:30am–midnight, Sat 5pm–midnight. 2 48 Erskine St.

(Sussex St.), 02.9279.0782
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Bacar Restaurant and Wine Bar, which features a strongly focused European

menu with a sprinkling of Asian influences. $$ Olympic Blvd. (Dawn Fraser

Ave.), Homebush Bay, 02.8762.1700, accorhotels.com.au

Classic Sydney Restaurants
Baroque Bistro Patisserie • The Rocks • French Bistro

Located in the heart of Sydney’s historical Rocks Precinct, the Baroque Bistro

Patisserie is yet another offering from the Charkos family—the creators of the

popular La Renaissance Café Patisserie (also in The Rocks). The bistro is open

daily for breakfast, lunch, and dinner, and its menu features both modern and

traditional French dishes (filet mignon, croque monsieur), as well as a range of

sweet treats from its onsite patisserie. The sleek décor and breezy indoor-

outdoor dining areas bring a certain je ne sais quoi to the raw heritage of the

dazzling harborside setting. Definitely the spot for anyone with stylish aspira-

tions. Daily 8am–midnight. $$$ 2 88 George St. (Mill St.), 02.9241.4811,

baroquebistro.com.au

The Beresford • Surry Hills • Italian
The Beresford is back in a big way. This longtime Surry Hills drinking stalwart

has shed its grungy pub image with an opulent Art Deco makeover. The exten-

sive revamp includes a massive bar snaking around the room, ultra-luxe fittings,

and a chic bistro bursting with Italian flavor. With much-lauded Italian chef

Danny Russo at the helm, the bistro oozes the timeless class of a traditional

trattoria. Signature Russo dishes such as squid ink tortellini with crabmeat and

roast tomato are served up daily alongside inspired new creations such as rab-

bit leg with radicchio, chestnuts, and pancetta. The magnificent cuisine, hip

atmosphere, and impressive drinks list mean this place is jam-packed most

weekends. Mon–Tue 6–10pm, Wed–Sun noon–2:30pm and 6–10pm. $$ b3

354 Bourke St. (Fitzroy St.), 02.9357.1111, theberesford.com.au

Carss Park Cafe & Grill • Out-of-City • Modern Australian
Set amid lush green bushland overlooking the waters of Kogarah Bay, Carss Park

Cafe & Grill provides an idyllic escape from the hustle and bustle of city life.

Open from Wednesday to Sunday for breakfast and lunch, this tranquil re s t a u r a n t

o ffers a range of freshly pre p a red Mod Oz fare. While the breakfast menu covers

all the essentials from eggs, bacon, and mushrooms to raisin toast, fruit salad,

and muesli, the lunch menu offers a choice of light dishes such as ciabatta sand-

wiches and more filling fare such as pork, steak, and chicken dishes, as well as

a daily seafood special. Wed–Fri 8am–3:30pm, Sat–Sun 7:30am–4pm. $ $ 1

C a rwar Ave. (Allawah Ave.), Carss Park, 02.9547.2567

Etch • City Center • French/Italian
Tucked under the InterContinental Hotel, this stylish all-day restaurant has

made a name for itself atop Sydney’s gourmet dining scene. The brainchild of

Justin North (of Bécasse fame), Etch features a French and Italian menu that

balances light plates and heartier fare, all of it pre p a red with sustainable,

locally grown produce. For starters, try the sweet corn soup with blue swimmer

crab and sherry cream, then move on to the slow-roasted leg of saltbush lamb

prepared Provençal style. Round off your meal with the mouthwatering caramel

date tart with burnt butter ice cream and Earl Grey tea syrup—bellissimo!

Mon–Fri noon–late, Sat 6pm–late. $$ 2 InterContinental Hotel, 62 Bridge St.

(Phillip St.), 02.9247.4777, etchdining.com

Grillers • Surry Hills • Steak House
The first Sydney-side offspring of the popular American steak house has deliv-

e red a little bit of the Midwest to the heart of the harbor city. The impre s s i v e

eat-in and take-out menu is a grill lover’s delight, featuring everything fro m

succulent char-grilled steaks to juicy lamb and pork ribs, all generously sized.

Naturally there ’s also a range of cholesterol-laden side orders of onion rings,

hot chips, wedges, and baked potatoes available with all meals. The sampler

plate—consisting of a mini burg e r, riblets, beef sausage, and char- g r i l l e d

chicken breast—is perfect for ravenous carn i v o res, while an innovative selec-

tion of salads should satisfy waistline-conscious herbivores. M o n – S a t

11:30am–10pm, Sun 5:30–9:30pm. $ 3 84 Mountain St. (Kelly St.),

02.9281.8588, grillersco.com.au

Gusto Bar & Kitchen • Watsons Bay • Italian
Gusto means “taste” in Italian, and Gusto Bar & Kitchen in Watsons Bay melds

classic Mediterranean and Italian flavors with an extra dose of tasteful flair.

While patrons gaze out onto the stunning water vistas, they can choose from a

menu of freshly made pastas, risottos, steaks, desserts, and other quintessen-

tially Italian dishes, such as stracchino-filled ravioli with butter and sultana

sauce. With its large tiled outdoor dining area and laid-back cane chairs, come

the weekend this stylish venue is the haven of choice for all the local yummy

mummies and daddies. Tue–Fri noon–3pm and 6–10:30pm, Sat–Sun

8–10:30am. $$$ 2 27 Military Rd. (Gap Rd.), 02.9388.8827
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Melbourne Restaurants
Baden Powell Hotel • Collingwood • Italian

Located in a lovely old 1870s Victorian terrace in the heart of Collingwood, the

recently refurbished Baden Powell Hotel has taken traditional pub fare into the

21st century with its delicious new menu. Head chef Raymond Larkins serves

up a mix of rustic and modern Italian dishes, such as chicken schnitzel and

spaghetti Bolognese, along with a range of specialty thin-crust pizzas. Meals are

best enjoyed in front of the open fire in winter or in the friendly outdoor beer

garden in summer. Good pub food just gets better with a beer, and Baden

Powell delivers with eight local microbrews, all available on tap. Its dark wood

interior and comfy leather couches provide the perfect setting for the secret ren-

dezvous of hip suburbanites. Tue–Sun noon–3pm, Mon–Thu 6–10pm, Fri–Sat

6–11pm. $$$ 2 61–65 Victoria Parade (Wellington St.), 03.9486.0811, 

badenpowellhotel.com

Café Vue • City Center • French
Renowned chef Shannon Bennett has another winner with Café Vue. Serving tra-

ditional and modern French cuisine from breakfast until late, this chic Parisian-

style cafe-cum-bistro will have your taste buds singing “oo-la-la.” From a pleas-

ing plate of French toast and spiced roast apple to start the day, move on to a

Moorish lunch of croque monsieur with Kurobuta ham, and then pair a cocktail

with an evening meal of steak frites with béarnaise sauce. Finally, two scoops of

e s p resso ice cream or a coffee crème brûlée mark the ultimate ending to a tru l y

delectable dining experience. Like its sister restaurant, Vue de Monde, this styl-

ish cafe with its gorgeous avant-garde décor attracts a rather pretentious cro w d .

M o n – Tue 7am–4pm, Wed–Fri 7am–11pm, Sat 8am–11pm, Sun 8am–4pm. $ $ $

1 401 St. Kilda Rd. (Bromby St.), 03.9866.8055, vuedemonde.com.au

Dead Man Espresso • South Melbourne • Cafe
Melbourne’s coffee addiction has reached a new high with the opening of Dead

Man Espresso. Tucked away in the backstreets of trendy South Melbourne, this

funky coffeehouse offers bleary-eyed office workers three types of joe for their

midmorning pick-me-ups, including Seven Seeds, Dead Man Espresso, and the

sweet single-origin blend, as well as a good selection of more caffeine-timid

teas. If that’s not enough to perk you up, there’s also plenty of food on offer—

from all-day brekkies, such as panzanella with poached eggs and smoked papri-

ka sausages, to lunchtime specialties, such as the extravagant beetroot-cured

salmon on rye served with avocado, mimolette, grapefruit salsa, and tomato

confit. Mon–Sat 7am–4pm, Sun 8am–4pm. $$ 3 35 Market St. (Toorak Rd.),

03.9686.2255, deadmanespresso.com.au

Outpost • South Yarra • Cafe
Carefully brewed coffees are the order of the day at this busy, newly opened

bohemian meeting spot. The younger sibling to South Melbourne’s much-loved

boutique coffeehouse, St. Ali, the Outpost lures coffee connoisseurs with its 15

freshly roasted single-origin blends, ground to perfection right before your eyes

in a flashy retro-fitted kitchen. Like St. Ali, Outpost also offers retail beans and

light snacks, along with a smattering of decadent treats. Daily 7:30am–5pm.

$$ 2 9 Yarra St. (Toorak Rd.), 03.9827.8588

Souq Kitchen & Bar • South Yarra • Middle Eastern/Mediterranean
Souq Kitchen & Bar transports diners to the heart of Marrakech, with an inno-

vative menu that fuses the best elements of Middle Eastern, Mediterranean,

and North African flavors. Familiar favorites (lamb kebabs, chickpea and

spinach salad, traditional beef kofte burger) might evoke flashbacks of back-

packing through Morocco, while inventive dishes such as dukkah-crumbed kan-

garoo fillet with vegetable moussaka, port jus, and harissa send taste buds on

an intercontinental journey. With a grand dining room, a Moroccan-themed

c o u rt y a rd—complete with a retractable roof, a palm tree, and colorf u l

lanterns—and an exotic private room upstairs, there are plenty of spaces for the

varied crowd to enjoy intimate after-work drinks or gala functions. Tue–Fri

11am–10pm, Sat 9am–11pm, Sun 9am–4pm. $$$ 2 194 Commercial Rd.

(Bray St.), 03.9510.3654, souq.com.au

N o t e s
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N o t e s

Changes (Please make a note in your Night+Day guide.)

Hotels:
The Blacket is closed for renovation. (p. 70)

Closures (Please make notes in your Black Book.)

Hotels:
Marque Hotel p. 208

Sir Stamford Double Bay, p. 113

Restaurants:
Doyles Palace Hotel*, p. 117

Local*, p. 80

Oh! Calcutta!, p. 120

Nightlife:
Local*, p. 93

Ibis Sydney King Street 22 Shelley St. (Erskine St.) KS 02.8243.0700 Classic
Wharf Modern (91) ibishotel.com $

Pullman at Sydney OlympicOlympic Blvd. (Dawn Fraser Ave.), OC 02.8762.1700 Classic
Park  Modern (212) Homebush Bay  accorhotels.com.au $$

Bacco Wine Bar Pasticceria Shop 3, 2 Chifley Sq. (Hunter St.) CC 02.9223.9552 Hot & Cool
Italian bacco.com.au $$ 2

Baroque Bistro Patisserie 88 George St. (Mill St.) TR 02.9241.4811 Classic
French Bistro baroquebistro.com.au $$$ 2

The Beresford 354 Bourke St. (Fitzroy St.) SH 02.9357.1111 Classic
Italian theberesford.com.au $$ 3 b

Bonta Vita 501 George St. (Bathurst St.) CC 02.9267.2212 Hot & Cool
Malaysian/Italian bontavita.com.au $$ 2

Carss Park Cafe & Grill Carwar Ave. (Allawah Ave.), Carss Park OC 02.9547.2567 Classic
Modern Australian $$ 1

The Counter 118 Willoughby Rd. (Albany St.) CN 02.9436.2700 Hot & Cool
Burger Joint thecounterburger.com $ 2

Etch 62 Bridge St. (Phillip St.) CC 02.9247.4777 Classic
French/Italian etchdining.com $$ 2

Firefly 24 Young St. (Grosvenor St.) NB 02.9909.0193 Hot & Cool
Tapas fireflybar.com.au $$ 2 b

Grillers 84 Mountain St. (Kelly St.) SH 02.9281.8588 Classic
Steak House grillersco.com.au $ 3

Gusto Bar & Kitchen 27 Military Rd. (Gap Rd.) WB 02.9388.8827 Classic
Italian $$$ 2

Jah Bar Shop 7, 9/15 Central Ave. (Raglan St.), Manly OC 02.9977.4449 Hot & Cool
Tapas jahbar.com.au $$ 2 b

MD Thai Restaurant 38 College St. (Oxford St.) DH 02.9331.8325 Hot & Cool
Thai mdthairestaurant.com.au $ 2

Monkey Magic Shop 3, 406 Crown St. (Fitzroy St.) SH 02.9358.4444 Hot & Cool
Japanese monkeymagic.com.au $ 3

Number One Wine Bar 1 Alfred St. (George St.) CC 02.8252.9296 Hot & Cool
French/Spanish numberonewinebar.com $$ 2 b

The Pond Restaurant and 32 Burton St. (Langley St.) DH no phone Hot & Cool
Bar International findthepond.com.au $$ 3

Postales Restaurante and GPO Building, 1 Martin Pl. (George St.) CC 02.9229.7744 Hot & Cool
Tapas Bar  Spanish/Tapas gposydney.com $$ 2

Black Book Sydney

Restaurants 

NAME ADDRESS (CROSS STREET) N’HOOD PHONE E X P E R I E N C E

TYPE WEBSITE PRICE NOISE/SINGLES

Hotels

NAME ADDRESS (CROSS STREET) N’HOOD PHONE EXPERIENCE 

TYPE (ROOMS) WEBSITE PRICE 800 NUMBER
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Rockpool Bar & Grill 66 Hunter St. (Bligh St.) CC 02.8078.1900 Hot & Cool
Modern Australian rockpool.com $$ 2 b

Spice I am—The Restaurant296–300 Victoria St. (Surrey St.) DH 02.9332.2445 Hot & Cool
Thai spiceiam.com $$ 3

Spice Temple 10 Bligh St. (Hunter St.) CC 02.8078.1888 Hot & Cool
Chinese (G) spicetemple.com.au $$ 2 b

Sweet Infinity 53 Riley St. (Kennedy St.) WO 02.9331.2448 Hot & Cool
Patisserie  sweetinfinity.com.au $ 1

Ton Ton Regent Shop 4, 501 George St. (Bathurst St.) CC 02.9267.1313 Hot & Cool
Japanese tontontakeaway.com.au $ 2 bc

Velero 2/6 Cowper Wharf Rd. (Woolloomooloo Wharf ) WO 02.9356.2222 Hot & Cool
Spanish/Italian (G) velero.com.au $$$ 2

Vine Bar & Bistro Devonshire St. (Chalmers St.) SH 02.9211.1612 Hot & Cool
Tapas madisonhotel.com.au $$ 2

The Winery by Gazebo 285A Crown St. (Campbell St.) SH 02.9331.0833 Hot & Cool
Tapas thegazebos.com.au $$ 1

Bar Brighton 88 The Grand Parade (The Boulevarde) BR 02.9567.3200 Hot & Cool
Bar barbrighton.com.au 2

Bar One Level 3, 1 Dixon St. (Goulbourn St.) CC 02.8024.3588 Hot & Cool
Bar mandarinclub.com.au 2

Cream Tangerine Campbell Parade (Curlewis St.) BB 02.9300.8471 Hot & Cool
Bar creamtangerine.com.au 2

Goldfish 111 Darlinghurst Rd. (Bayswater Rd.) KC 02.8354.6630 Hot & Cool
Bar thegoldfish.com.au 2

Ravesi’s Wine Bar 118 Campbell Parade (Hall St.) BB 02.9365.4422 Hot & Cool
Wine Bar ravesis.com.au 2

Small Bar 48 Erskine St. (Sussex St.) CC 02.9279.0782 Hot & Cool
Bar 2

The Sugarmill 33–37 Darlinghurst Rd. (Roslyn St.) KC 02.9368.7333 Hot & Cool
Bar sugarmill.com.au 2

Wine Odyssey Australia 39–43 Argyle St. (Harrington St.) TR 02.8114.0256 Hot & Cool
Bar wineodyssey.com.au 1

Restaurants (cont.)

NAME ADDRESS (CROSS STREET) N’HOOD PHONE E X P E R I E N C E

TYPE WEBSITE PRICE NOISE/SINGLES

N i g h t l i f e

NAME ADDRESS (CROSS STREET) N’HOOD PHONE E X P E R I E N C E

TYPE WEBSITE COVER NOISE

BB = Bondi Beach

BR = Brighton-Le-Sands

CC = City Center

CL = Carlton

CN = Crows Nest

CQ = Circular Quay

CW = Collingwood

DH = Darlinghurst

FZ = Fitzroy

KC = Kings Cross

KS = King Street Wharf

NB = Neutral Bay

OC = Out-of-City

PD = Paddington

PP = Potts Point

PR = Prahran

RM = Richmond

SB = Southbank

SH = Surry Hills

SK = St. Kilda

SM = South Melbourne

SY = South Yarra

TR = The Rocks

WB = Watsons Bay

WO = Woolloomooloo

Neighborhood Key

Baden Powell Hotel 61–65 Victoria Parade (Wellington St.) CW 03.9486.0811 Melbourne
Italian badenpowellhotel.com $$$ 2

Café Vue 401 St. Kilda Rd. (Bromby St.) CC 03.9866.8055 Melbourne
French vuedemonde.com.au $$$ 1

Dead Man Espresso 35 Market St. (Toorak Rd.) SM 03.9686.2255 Melbourne
Cafe deadmanespresso.com.au $$ 3

Outpost 9 Yarra St. (Toorak Rd.) SY 03.9827.8588 Melbourne
Cafe $$ 2

Souq Kitchen & Bar 194 Commercial Rd. (Bray St.) SY 03.9510.3654 Melbourne
Middle Eastern/Mediterranean  souq.com.au $$$ 2

Black Book Melbourne
Restaurants 

NAME ADDRESS (CROSS STREET) N’HOOD PHONE E X P E R I E N C E

TYPE WEBSITE PRICE NOISE/SINGLES
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