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Black Book Melbourne

Restaurants
NAME ADDRESS (CROSS STREET) N'HOOD PHONE EXPERIENCE
TYPE WEBSITE PRICE  NOISE/SINGLES
Baden Powell Hotel 61-65 Victoria Parade (Wellington St.) CW 03.9486.0811  Melbourne
Italian badenpowellhotel.com $$ =
Café Vue 401 St. Kilda Rd. (Bromby St.) CC 03.9866.8055  Melbourne
French vuedemonde.com.au R J——
Dead Man Espresso 35 Market St. (Toorak Rd.) SM 03.9686.2255  Melbourne
Cafe deadmanespresso.com.au $$ =
Outpost 9 Yarra St. (Toorak Rd.) SY 03.9827.8588  Melbourne
Cafe $$ =
The Palace by Luke Mangan 505 City Rd. (Boundary St.) SM 03.9699.6410  Melbourne
Gastropub palacehotelmelboume.com.au $$ =
Souq Kitchen & Bar 194 Commercial Rd. (Bray St.) SY 03.9510.3654  Melbourne
Middle Eastern/Mediterranean soug.com.au $$ =
Nightlife
NAME ADDRESS (CROSS STREET) N'HOOD PHONE EXPERIENCE
TYPE WEBSITE COVER NOISE
Co. 8 Whiteman St. (Spencer St.) SB 03.9292.5750  Melbourne
Nightclub coatcrown.com.au c =
Left Bank Melbourne 1 Southbank Blvd. (Riverside Quay) SB 03.9682.4500  Melbourne
Bar/Lounge leftbankmelbourne.com.au =
Neighborhood Key
BB = Bondi Beach KC = Kings Cross SH = Suny Hills
BR = Brighton-Le-Sands KS = King Street Wharf SK = St Kilda
CC = City Center NB = Neutral Bay SM =" South Melbourne
CL = Carlton 0C = Out-of-City SY = South Yarra
CN = Crows Nest PD = Paddington TR = The Rocks
€Q = Circular Quay PP = Potts Point WB = Watsons Bay
CW = Collingwood PR = Prahran W0 = Woolloomooloo
DH = Darlinghurst RM = Richmond
FZ = Fitzroy SB = Southbank
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Hot & Cool Sydney Restaurants

Bacco Wine Bar Pasticceria ¢ City Center e Italian

A star-studded lineup of great Australian gourmet minds has culminated in Bacco
Wine Bar Pasticceria. A restaurant, bar, and patisserie all rolled into one, it pro-
vides Sydneysiders with a one-stop destination for a complete Italian experience.
O ff to one side sits the intimate wine bar with its cozy booths offering a range of
Italian-flavorel dishes from antipasti to beef carpaccio, with sommelier Ben
Moechtars wine picks providing the perfect tipple accompaniments. Then the
sweet-smelling pasticceria lures with the intoxicating scents of ginger créme
briilée, rose macaroons, chocolate fudge balls, and freshly brewed espresso cof-
fee. Mon-Fri 7am-10:30pm. $$ = Shop 3, 2 Chifley Sq. (Hunter St.),
02.9223.9552, bacco.com.au

Bonta Vita e City Center ® Malaysian/Italian

Bold, brash, and totally unique, Bonta Vita (which means “good life” in Italian)
has introduced Sydneysiders to a wonderfully surprising mix of Italian and
Malaysian cuisines. This unlikely cultural and culinary fusion—a pairing result-
ing from the real-life marriage between the restaurant’s Italian and Malaysian
owners—has given way to an eclectic menu whose highlights include savory riz-
zas (thin Malaysian roti pastry with Italian pizza toppings such as mozzarella
and chicken chorizo sausage), and Bonta Vita's sweet rizzas, which come filled
with custard, Belgian chocolate, and strawberries. Mon-Wed 8am-10pm,
Thu-Fri 8am-midnight, Sat 10am-midnight, Sun 10am-10pm. $$ = 501
George St. (Bathurst St.), 02.9267.2212, bontavita.com.au

The Counter ® Crows Nest e Burger Joint

This fast-growing US burger chain has finally landed in Australia on Sydney’s
lower north shore. Decked out in re t ro-fabulous décor, this laid-backrestaurant
has revolutionized the humble burger joint. Upon entering, customers are given
a clipboard and invited to build their own gourmet burger from an extensive
checklist of ingredients. With more than 312,120 possible combinations of
meat, veggies, toppings, sauces, cheeses, and buns, the only problem here is
one of choice. Mon-Wed 11:30am-9pm, Thu—Fri 11:30am-10pm, Sat
noon-10pm, Sun noon-9pm. $ = 118 Willoughby Rd. (Albany St.),
02.9436.2700, thecounterburger.com

Eleven Kitchen and Cellar » City Center  Continental

A touch of European style and flair has come to Sydney’s King Street Wharf din-
ing scene with this brainchild of chef Jeff Schroeter and maitre d’ David
Murphy, both formerly of Eat City and Bayswater Brasserie. Two unique dining
experiences are served, each with a side order of stunning harbor views.
Downstairs, cheerful red-and-white décor and a shady courtyard host a relaxed
wine and coffee bar, perfect for enjoying an afternoon latte or a glass of wine.
The more sophisticated (but still comfortable) upstairs is a bright and breezy
space, with linen-topped tables spilling out onto an alfresco eating area. An
extensive handpicked wine list accompanies the modern European menu, which
features 12 meals, arranged from lightest to heaviest. Follow the other diners’
lead and choose three to five items to share with your party. Tue—Fri noon-3pm
and 6-10pm, Sat 6-10pm. $$ = 11 Lime St., King St. Wharf (Erskine St.),
02.9290.3500, elevenkitchen.com.au

Restaurants (cont.)

NAME ADDRESS (CROSS STREET) N'HOOD PHONE EXPERIENCE
TYPE WEBSITE PRICE NOISE/SINGLES

Postales Restaurante and GPO Building, 1 Martin PI. (George St.) CC 02.9229.7744  Hot & Cool

Tapas Bar Spanish/Tapas gposydney.com $$ =

Rockpool Bar & Grill 66 Hunter St. (Bligh St.) CC 02.8078.1900  Hot & Cool
Modern Australian  rockpool.com $$ = B

Spice | am—The Restaurant 296300 Victoria St. (Surrey St.) DH 02.9332.2445  Hot & Cool
Thai spiceiam.com $$ =

Spice Temple 10 Bligh St. (Hunter St.) CC 02.8078.1888  Hot & Cool
Chinese (G) spicetemple.com.au $$ = B

Sweet Infinity 53 Riley St. (Kennedy St.) W0 02.9331.2448  Hot & Cool
Patisserie sweetinfinity.com.au $ -

Ton Ton Regent Shop 4, 501 George St. (Bathurst St.) CC 02.9267.1313  Hot & Cool
Japanese tontontakeaway.com.au $ =| BD

Velero 2/6 Cowper Wharf Rd. (Woolloomooloo Wharf) WO 02.9356.2222  Hot & Cool
Spanish/Italian (G)  velero.com.au $$$ =

Vine Bar & Bistro Devonshire St. (Chalmers St.) SH 02.9211.1612  Hot & Cool
Tapas madisonhotel.com.au $$ =

The Winery by Gazebo 285A Crown St. (Campbell St.) SH 02.9331.0833  Hot & Cool
Tapas thegazehos.com.au $$ —

Nightlife

NAME ADDRESS (CROSS STREET) N'HOOD PHONE EXPERIENCE
TYPE WEBSITE COVER NOISE

Bar Brighton 88 The Grand Parade (The Boulevarde) BR 02.9567.3200  Hot & Cool
Bar barbrighton.com.au =

Bar One Level 3, 1 Dixon St. (Goulbourn St.) CC 02.8024.3588  Hot & Cool
Bar mandarinclub.com.au =

Cream Tangerine Campbell Parade (Curlewis St.) BB 02.9300.8471  Hot & Cool
Bar creamtangerine.com.au =

Goldfish 111 Darlinghurst Rd. (Bayswater Rd.) KC 02.8354.6630  Hot & Cool
Bar thegoldfish.com.au =

Raval 42WentworthAve. (Goulburn St.) SH 02.8262.8800  Hot & Cool
Lounge raval.com.au =

Ravesi’s Wine Bar 118 Campbell Parade (Hall St.) BB 02.9365.4422  Hot & Cool
Wine Bar ravesis.com.au =

Small Bar 48 Erskine St. (Sussex St.) CC 02.9279.0782  Hot & Cool
Bar =

The Sugarmill 33-37 Darlinghurst Rd. (Roslyn St.) KC 02.9368.7333  Hot & Cool
Bar sugarmill.com.au =

Wine Odyssey Australia 3943 Argyle St. (Harrington St.) TR 02.8114.0256  Hot & Cool

Bar

wineodyssey.com.au



BlaCk BOOk Sydney Firefly ¢ Neutral Bay e Tapas

With its tasty finger foods and quality tipples, this funky wine and tapas bar is
fast becoming as popular as its Walsh Bay counterpart. In the buzzing heart of

Hotels Neutral Bay, chef Daniel Soto serves up delectables such as salted cod cro-
NAME ADDRESS (CROSS STREET) N'HOOD PHONE EXPERIENCE quettes, prosciutto-wrapped haloumi, and fresh scallops on the half-shell under
TYPE (ROOMS) WEBSITE PRICE 800 NUMBER mango and coriander relish. The wine list doesn't disappoint either, with 25
- - - - labels available by the glass, and an additional 2,000 bottles lining the walls of
w;lziydﬁgﬁe}(rlg%gslt)reet |2b2|sshr(]§|elle}closnt1 (Erskine St. gs 028243.0700  Classic Firefly's extensive wine cellar. Daily noon-10pm. $$ EB= 24 Young St.

Pullman at Sydney Olympic Olympic Blvd, (Dawn Fraser Ave), 0C 0287621700 Classic (Grosvenor St.), 02.9909.0193, fireflybar.com.au
Park Modern (212) Homebush Bay accorhotels.com.au $$ Jah Bar » Out-of-City  Tapas
This funky wine and tapas in Manly is a step up from the bikinis and board
shorts joints that line the local shopping strip. Tucked away in a quiet lane, the
Restaurants Jah Bar has fast become an oasis of cool where the well-tanned and toned linger
languidly on long, hot summer nights. The Basque-style tapas are tasty and

NAME ADDRESS (CROSS STREET) N'HOOD PHONE EXPERIENCE affordable and made with fresh ingredients such as chorizo, calamari, olives,
TYPE WEBSITE PRICE  NOISE/SINGLES haloumi cheese, and jamén serrano. The wine list doesn’t disappoint either,
Bacco Wine Bar Pasticceria Shop 3, 2 Chifley Sq. (Hunter St.) CC 02.9223.9552  Hot & Cool with selections from Argentina, Chile, France, Spain, New Zealand, and
Italian bacco.com.au $ = Australia all on offer. Tue—Sun 11lam-midnight. $$ &= Shop 7, 9/15 Central
Baroque Bistro Patisserie 88 George St. (Mill St.) TR 02.9241.4811  Classic Ave. (Raglan St.), Manly, 02.9977.4449, jahbar.com.au
French Bistro baroquebistro.com.au $5$ = ) . .
The Beresford 354 Bourke St. (Fitzroy St.) SH 0293571111  Classic MD Thai Restaurant ¢ Darlinghurst ¢ Thai
Italian theberesford.com.au $$ = B Located on the ground level of the Oaks Hyde Park Plaza, this oddly named Thai
Bonta Vita 501 George St. (Bathurst St.) o 02.9267.2212  Hot & Cool restaurant is more authentically flavored than its name suggests. Expect to see
Malaysian/Italian bontavita.com.au $$ = the familiar rainbow of red and green curries on the menu as well as a decent
Carss Park Cafe & Grill ~ Carwar Ave. (Allawah Ave.), Carss Park ~ 0C  02.9547.2567  Classic selection of noodle dishes including—but thankfully ranging beyond—the ubig-
Modern Australian $$ - uitous pad Thai, along with stir-fry and barbecue offerings. Before launching
The Counter 118 Willoughby Rd. (Albany St.) CN 02.9436.2700  Hot & Cool into a main course, start with an entrée such as the spicy and sour tom yum
Burger Joint thecounterburger.com $ = koong soup. The take-out menu is just as detailed, so all of these dishes can be
Eleven Kitchen and Cellar 11 Lime St, King St. Wharf (Erskine St)  CC 02.92%0.3500  Hot & Cool enjoyed at home as well. Sat-Thu 1lam-3:30pm and 5:30-10pm, fri
Continental elevenkitchen.com.au $$ = 11am-3:30pm and 5:30pm-2am. $ = Oaks Hyde Park Plaza, 38 College St.
Etch . 62 Bl'ldge St. (Phllllp St.) ce 02.9247.4777 Classic (Oxford St), 0293318325, mdthairestaurant.com.au
. French/Italian etchdining.com $$ = Monkey Magic * Surry Hills ¢ Japanese
FITEfTW fZ4 \ffl()léng St. (Grosvenor St.) gg (12-9909-0g93 Hot & Cool This Japanese-fusion restaurant in Surry Hills is causing a real stir—and not just
: apas ey ar.c?m.au — _ . with its menu. From the beautifully crafted stucco walls to the strategically locat-
GnIIg{s o 84|1VIounta|n St. (Kelly St.) gH 0=2-9281-8588 Classic ed lights and the seamless black Pandomo flooring, there’s plenty of magic to be
& 0u§e il e.rslco.com.au — . found at Monkey Magic. Dark wood and low-lit mood lighting within sleek surrounds
GUS}? ||33F &Kitchen 27 Military Rd. (Gap Rd.) ‘3’;"& 0"2-9338-8827 Classic c reate a stylish dining environment in which to enjoy some excellent Japanese cui-
alian — sine skillfully prepared by the former head chef of Tetsuya and complemented with
Jah Bar Shop 7, 9/15 Central Ave. (Raglan St), Manly 0C 02.9977.4443  Hot & Cool something from the extensive drinks list, which includes sake, beer, and a range of
Tapas jahbarcom.au $ = B Japanese cocktails. Tue—Sat 6-10:30pm. $ = Shop 3, 406 Crown St. (Fitzroy St.),
MD Thai Restaurant 38 College St. (Oxford St.) DH 02.9331.8325  Hot & Cool 02.9358.4444, monkeymagic.com.au
Thai mdthairestaurant.com.au $ =
Monkey Magic Shop 3, 406 Crown St. (Fitzroy St.) SH  02.9358.4444  Hot & Cool Number One Wine Bar ¢ City Center e French/Spanish
Japanese monkeymagic.com.au $ = This offering from renowned restaurateur Tony Bilson is more than just another
Number One Wine Bar 1 Alfred St. (George St.) cC 02.8252.9296  Hot & Cool tapas and wine bar. While the wine might be free-flowing, it's the bistro’s feisty
French/Spanish numberonewinebar.com $$ = B menu that draws the crowds. Courtesy of Miguel Cascales-Maestre, the food com-
The Pond Restaurant and 32 Burton St. (Langley St.) DH  nophone Hot & Cool bines wine-friendly small dishes with a mix of Spanish, French, and South
Bar International findthepond.com.au $$ = American influences. Classic Francophile dishes such as bouillabaisse marseil-

laise and tripes lyonnaise are artfully juxtaposed with Spanish delights like chick-
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pea stew with chorizo and paella. The wine list, while less dazzling, gives a nod tic restaurant menu offers sharing plates (soft-shell crab tacos, Mediteranean-

to the classic Old World regions and listings, as well as drawing from Australian’s style dips, prawn and ginger wontons), more substantial offerings (grilled lamb,
iconic and boutique wineries. Mon-Fri noon-midnight, Sat 5pm-midnight. $$ Wagyu beef sliders), and a small selection of classic desserts. Mon-Sat
B= 1 Alfred St. (George St.), 02.8252.9296, numberonewinebar.com 1lam-lam, Sun 1lam-11pm. $$ = 1 Southbank Blvd. (Riverside Quay),

. . 03.9682.4500, leftbankmelboume.com.au
The Pond Restaurant and Bar e Darlinghurst e International

Sydney’s dining scene has welcomed a whole new breed—the “pop-up” restau- ) ) )
rant. These underground dining experiences are run by people who host dinner ChaﬂgeS (Please make a note in your Night+Day guide.)
parties for strangers in their own homes. The popular trend has now gone main-

stream with The Pond, the latest offering from the folk behind iconic beer brand Hotels:

Pure Blonde. Located in a 178-year-old heritage-listed cottage, this temporary The Blacket, p. 70, is closed for renovation.

bar and restaurant serves up a feast of regional and seasonal delights in a con-

vivial, eco-friendly environment. Floors are covered with recycled office carpet, )
furniture is carved from reclaimed hardwood timbers, and staff uniforms are Closures (Please make notes in your Black Book.)
made from organic materials. Wed-Sun noon-lam. $$ = 32 Burton St.
(Langley St.), no phone, findthepond.com.au Hotels:
Marque Hotel, p. 208
Postales Restaurante and Tapas Bar ¢ City Center ® Spanish/Tapas Sir Stamford Double Bay, p. 113
The tastes and flavors of Spain meld effortlessly with the flair and unique style
of Sydney in this new addition to the central city dining scene. Located in the Restaurants:
grand old GPO Building, Postales Restaurante and Tapas Bar takes diners on a Doyles Palace Hotel*, p. 117
romantic culinary journey with a menu that celebrates the best of Spanish fare Local*, p. 80
and a setting that reflects the heart and soul of the country. Enveloped by warm Oh! Calcuttal, p. 120

red walls and vibrant murals, and entertained by a live flamenco dancer on
Saturday nights, get comfy in a booth and enjoy a glass of sangria. Mon—Fri
noon-3pm and 6-10pm, Sat 6-10pm. $$ = GPO Building, 1 Martin PI.
(George St.), 02.9229.7744, gposydney.com

Nightlife:
Local*, p. 93

Rockpool Bar & Grill e City Center ® Modern Australian

Following up on the success of its Melbourne sibling, Neil Perry’s Rockpool Bar
& Grill has opened in the heart of Sydney’s CBD in the charming Art Deco City
Mutual building. In keeping with the glam exterior, the dining room is an
inspired, elegant space accented with rich dark woods and gleaming marble. The
menu too impresses with its wide range of camivorous offerings, such as David
Blackmore’s full-blooded Wagyu hamburger and minute steak with red wine but-
ter, complemented by a slew of simple side dishes such as mac 'n’ cheese and
creamed corn. The attached bar features an extensive list of cocktails and more
than 3,800 wines, many served by the glass. Mon—Fri 12:30-3pm and 6-11pm,
Sat 6-11pm. $$ B= 66 Hunter St. (Bligh St.), 02.8078.1900, rockpool.com

Spice | am—The Restaurant e Darlinghurst e Thai

Thai food has gone upmarket with this Darlinghurst spin-off of the popular hole-
in-the-wall Surry Hills eatery. While some fans of the original Spice | am have
lamented the loss of its street-hawker appeal, many have been charmed by the
posh-nosh turn. Gone are the cheap and cheerful menu and the energetic
T-shirt—wearing young crew; in their place are a well-dressed floor team and 20
artfully presented new dishes specifically designed to excite the palate. The
restaurant itself is an impressive-looking space with dark wood tables, gleam-
ing black tiles, gold trimmings, and a sleek cocktail bar creating a rich and
warm interior. Mon-Wed 6-10:30pm, Thu-Sun noon-3pm and 6-10:30pm. $$
= 296-300 Victoria St. (Surrey St.), 02.9332.2445, spiceiam.com



The Palace hy Luke Mangan  South Melbourne e Gastropub

Homegrown celebrity chef, best-selling cookbook author, and globe-trotting
restaurateur, Luke Mangan has succeeded again with this new gastropub at
South Melbourne’s iconic Palace Hotel. While the historic facade of the former
hotel remains, the interior has been spruced up with the help of leading design-
er Neil Bradford. Contemporary furnishings and a crisp, modern aesthetic per-
vade the cocktail lounge and dining spaces, as well as the sun-drenched court-
yard and garden. The menu, too, is an ode to postmodern Australian palates,
with dishes such as oven-roasted prawns with nectarine salsa offering a perfect
marriage of classic subtlety and currently popular bright and fresh flavors. Daily
noon-2:30pm and 6pm-10pm. $$ B 0 = Palace Hotel, 505 City Rd. (Boundary
St.), 03.9699.6410, palacehotelmelbourne.com.au

Souq Kitchen & Bar e South Yarra ® Middle Eastern/Mediterranean

Souq Kitchen & Bar transports diners to the heart of Marrakech, with an inno-
vative menu that fuses the best elements of Middle Eastern, Mediterranean,
and North African flavors. Familiar favorites (lamb kebabs, chickpea and
spinach salad, traditional beef kofte burger) might evoke flashbacks of back-
packing through Morocco, while inventive dishes such as dukkah-crumbed kan-
garoo fillet with vegetable moussaka, port jus, and harissa send taste buds on
an intercontinental journey. With a grand dining room, a Moroccan-themed
courtyard—complete with a retractable roof, a palm tree, and colorful
lanterns—and an exotic private room upstairs, there are plenty of spaces for the
varied crowd to enjoy intimate after-work drinks or gala functions. Tue—Fri
1lam-10pm, Sat 9am-11pm, Sun 9am-4pm. $$$ = 194 Commercial Rd.
(Bray St.), 03.9510.3654, soug.com.au

Melbourne Nightlife

Co. * Southbank e Nightclub

Located on level three of the glitzy Crown Entertainment Complex, this hip new
club is flooded with fans of commercial hits, in particular top 40 dance tracks.
Weekly theme nights range from Smooth Thursdays with funky R&B; to
Paparazzi Fridays with a glam lineup of dance, rock, and retro party tunes; to
Supastar Sundays featuring old-school favorites and current mashups. Regular
celebrity DJs—including Miss Universe Australia 2008 Laura Dundovic and
Ashley Roberts from the Pussycat Dolls—pop in on weekends to play their
favorite party anthems. Wed-Sun 9:30pm-3am. = 8 Whiteman St. (Spencer
St.), 03.9292.5750, coatcrown.com.au

Left Bank Melbourne ® Southbank e Bar/Lounge

Following on its success in exotic locales such as Dubai, Abu Dhabi, and Oman,
Emirates has launched its latest Left Bank bar in the heart of Melbourne. From
the moment you walk through the all-glass entrance with its stunning chandelier
installation above stained hardwood flooring, it's quickly apparent that this
lounge-bar-restaurant is not a place for shrinking violets. Chic and contemporary,
the warmly lit bar features an impressive communal drinking and dining table and
a golden onyx stone bar, which seduces patrons with an intoxicating cocktail list—
from an elderflower collins to a pear-and-cinnamon caipiroska. The casual, eclec-

Spice Temple * City Center ® Chinese (G)

Leading Sydney chef Neil Perry has reignited his passion for Asian flavors with
this fabulous Chinese restaurant. Tucked away in the subbasement of the
heritage-listed Art Deco City Mutual Building, Spice Temple is a sexy modern
restaurant with a traditional soul. From the dark Alder tables and low-hanging,
dimly lit chrome lights to the ambient music arranged by renowned music
supervisor Anton Monsted, who had his hand in the soundtracks for the films
Moulin Rouge and Romeo and Juliet, every detail of the restaurant has been
meticulously planned. Not to be outdone, Perry’s menu explodes with the con-
trasting tastes, textures, and fiery flavors of lesser-known Chinese provinces.
Mon—Fri noon-3pm and 6-11pm, Sat 6-11pm. $$ B= 10 Bligh St. (Hunter
St.), 02.8078.1888, spicetemple.com.au

Sweet Infinity ¢ Woollomooloo e Patisserie

Voted as one of Sydney’s top sweet destinations by the Sydney Morning Herald,
Sweet Infinity lures passersby with the mingling scents of sweet cakes and rich
classic pies. Under the direction of devoted pastry chef Leanne Beck, Sweet
Infinity’s pies have drawn a cult following among Sydney foodies—even Hollywood
stars can't resist the sublime temptations on offer. Regulars including Russell
Crowe flock to this delicious patisserie for the chocolate mousse, caramel slice,
tiramisu, brownies, and its signature piece—the tangy lemon tart. Those without
a sweet tooth are also well catered for with tasty gourmet savory pies, such as duck
a l'orange, wild boar with tomato and thyme, and pumpkin and feta. Mon-Sat
6am-5pm. $ - 53 Riley St. (Kennedy St.), 02.9331.2448, sweetinfinity.com.au

Ton Ton Regent ¢ City Center ® Japanese

The second installment of renowned Japanese chef Kimitaka Azuma’s popular
noodle bar, Ton Ton Regent offers up the same restaurant-quality and wallet-
friendly Japanese dishes as its Chifley Plaza sibling. Alongside reliable classics
from the ever-popular teriyaki and udon noodles to Japanese curries and ramen,
you'll find a variety of expertly pre pared ready-to-go dishes that are perfect for a
quick meal on the run. There’s also a good range of refreshments, including
Japanese sake as well as beer and Australian wine. Daily 11:30am-10pm. $ B /=
Shop 4, 501 George St. (Bathurst St.), 02.9267.1313,tontontakeaway.com.au

Velero ® Woollomooloo ® Spanish/Italian (G)

Located along the oh-so-hip Woolloomooloo Wharf, and with magnificent views of
both Sydney Harbor and the city’s skyline, this is one restaurant that screams
“location, location, location.” Owned by the Vardis Family (owners of Georges
Mediterranean Bar & Grill, Georges Cafe, and Kingsleys Australian Steakhouse),
Velerofuses the flavors of Spain and Italy into a gourmet Mediterranean menu that
features everything from roasted dates with gorgonzola and mascarpone wrapped
in pancetta to a tasting plate of pan-fried veal loin with jamén serrano, spinach,
sheny, and sage. Daily noon-3pm and 6-11pm. $$$ = 2/6 Cowper Wharf Rd.
(Woolloomooloo Wharf), 02.9356.2222, velero.com.au



Vine Bar & Bistro ® Surry Hills e Tapas

Previously known as the Hippo Lounge, this onetime jungle-inspired eatery in
Suny Hills has been transformed into a hip wine and tapas bar. While some of the
hippos have remained, the over-the-top Out of Africa safari décor has thankfully
been set free in favor of a much more subtle and chic interior that's more befit-
ting of its oh-so-cool, city-swelling patrons. Located upstairs from the Madison
Hotel, the renamed Vine offers all the trappings of a sophisticated inner-city bar—
mood lighting, sleek fumiture, and a killer cocktail list—along with some simply
sizzling city views. Tue-Fri noon-3pm and 5-9pm, Sat 5-9pm. $$ = Madison
Hotel, Devonshire St. (Chalmers St.), 02.9211.1612, madisonhotel.com.au

The Winery by Gazeho e Surry Hills e Tapas

Effusing classic elegance and urban chic, the sister venue of Elizabeth Bay’s
popular Gazebo Wine Garden boasts an attractive central-city location and a
playfully designed interior (complete with antelope head chandelier), as well as
an inspiring menu and a very good-looking clientele. As its name suggests, wine
is the key focus, with more than 50 imported and local varietals available by the
glass. The accompanying modern Australian menu features tasting plates and a
range of mains, including the delicious West Australian crab tossed with giant
pasta shells, tomato, sauvignon blanc, and chiles. A “girls’ picnic” set menu is
perfect for a long, lazy lunch. Mon-Thu 3pm-midnight, Fri-Sun noon-midnight.
$$ - 285A Crown St. (Campbell St.), 02.9331.0833, thegazebos.com.au

Hot & Cool Sydney Nightlife

Bar Brighton e Brighton-Le-Sands e Bar

Overlooking the water of beachside Brighton-Le-Sands, this trendy cocktail and
tapas bar is the perfect spot to while away Sydney’s hot summer evenings. Settle
onto one of the bar’s comfy couches with a glass of the house’s signature sangria
while you explore the extensive menu of tasty tidbits, from chorizo to chicken
wings to seafood paella. As for the bar menu, it features a range of intemational
beers and more than 100 tempting cocktails. By day, the atmosphere here is
causal and relaxed. At night, 30- and 40-something barflies sip away amid a
scene that’s a mix of business suits and casual partygoers. Daily noon-midnight.
= 88 The Grand Parade (The Boulevarde), 02.9567.3200, barbrighton.com.au

Bar One ¢ City Center ® Bar

One of the largest outdoor venues in Sydney’s CBD, Bar One is an oasis for
office dwellers keen to soak up the alfresco experience. Whether it’s a glass of
bubbly, a good Aussie wine, a frothy from-the-tap beer, or a decadent smooth
cocktail that takes your fancy, you can have it all here. For the peckish, there’s
an extensive range of food on offer, from light snacks to wood-fired pizzas and
Italian pastas. Add some fresh funky tunes and a huge outdoor area replete with
sun lounges to recline on, and you have a stylish, contemporary bar. Daily
6:30am-11:30pm. = Mandarin Club, Level 3, 1 Dixon St. (Goulbourn St.),
02.8024.3588, mandarinclub.com.au

Melbourne Restaurants

Baden Powell Hotel ® Collingwood e Italian

Located in a lovely old 1870s Victorian terrace in the heart of Collingwood, the
recently refurbished Baden Powell Hotel has taken traditional pub fare into the
21st century with its delicious new menu. Head chef Raymond Larkins serves
up a mix of rustic and modern lItalian dishes, such as chicken schnitzel and
spaghetti Bolognese, along with a range of specialty thin-crust pizzas. Meals are
best enjoyed in front of the open fire in winter or in the friendly outdoor beer
garden in summer. Good pub food just gets better with a beer, and Baden
Powell delivers with eight local microbrews, all available on tap. Its dark wood
interior and comfy leather couches provide the perfect setting for the secret ren-
dezvous of hip suburbanites. Tue-Sun noon-3pm, Mon-Thu 6-10pm, Fri-Sat
6-11pm. $$$ = 61-65 Victoria Parade (Wellington St.), 03.9486.0811,
badenpowellhotel.com

Café Vue e City Center ® French

Renowned chef Shannon Bennett has another winner with Café Vue. Serving tra-
ditional and modern French cuisine from breakfast until late, this chic Parisian-
style cafe-cum-bistro will have your taste buds singing “oo-la-la.” From a pleas-
ing plate of French toast and spiced roast apple to start the day, move on to a
Moorish lunch of croque monsieur with Kurobuta ham, and then pair a cocktail
with an evening meal of steak frites with béarnaise sauce. Finally, two scoops of
espresso ice cream or a coffee creme br(lée mark the ultimate ending to a truly
delectable dining experience. Like its sister restaurant, Vue de Monde, this styl-
ish cafe with its gorgeous avant-garde décor attracts a rather pretentious crowd.
Mon-Tue 7am—4pm, Wed-Fri 7am-11pm, Sat 8am-11pm, Sun 8am-4pm. $$$
— 401 St. Kilda Rd. (Bromby St.), 03.9866.8055, vuedemonde.com.au

Dead Man Espresso ® South Melbourne e Cafe

Melbourne’s coffee addiction has reached a new high with the opening of Dead
Man Espresso. Tucked away in the backstreets of trendy South Melbourne, this
funky coffeehouse offers bleary-eyed office workers three types of joe for their
midmorning pick-me-ups, including Seven Seeds, Dead Man Espresso, and the
sweet single-origin blend, as well as a good selection of more caffeine-timid
teas. If that’s not enough to perk you up, there’s also plenty of food on offer—
from all-day brekkies, such as panzanella with poached eggs and smoked papri-
ka sausages, to lunchtime specialties, such as the extravagant beetroot-cured
salmon on rye served with avocado, mimolette, grapefruit salsa, and tomato
confit. Mon-Sat 7am-4pm, Sun 8am-4pm. $$ = 35 Market St. (Toorak Rd.),
03.9686.2255, deadmanespresso.com.au

Outpost e South Yarra e Cafe

Carefully brewed coffees are the order of the day at this busy, newly opened
bohemian meeting spot. The younger sibling to South Melbourne’s much-loved
boutique coffeehouse, St. Ali, the Outpost lures coffee connoisseurs with its 15
freshly roasted single-origin blends, ground to perfection right before your eyes
in a flashy retro-fitted kitchen. Like St. Ali, Outpost also offers retail beans and
light snacks, along with a smattering of decadent treats. Daily 7:30am-5pm.
$$ = 9 Yarra St. (Toorak Rd.), 03.9827.8588
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wiches and more filling fare such as pork, steak, and chicken dishes, as well as
a daily seafood special. Wed-Fri 8am-3:30pm, Sat-Sun 7:30am-4pm. $$ -
Camar Ave. (Allawah Ave.), Carss Park, 02.9547.2567

Etch ¢ City Center e French/Italian

Tucked under the InterContinental Hotel, this stylish all-day restaurant has
made a name for itself atop Sydney’s gourmet dining scene. The brainchild of
Justin North (of Bécasse fame), Etch features a French and Italian menu that
balances light plates and heartier fare, all of it pre pared with sustainable,
locally grown produce. For starters, try the sweet corn soup with blue swimmer
crab and sherry cream, then move on to the slow-roasted leg of saltbush lamb
prepared Provencgal style. Round off your meal with the mouthwatering caramel
date tart with burnt butter ice cream and Earl Grey tea syrup—bellissimo!
Mon-Fri noon-late, Sat 6pm-late. $$ = InterContinental Hotel, 62 Bridge St.
(Phillip St.), 02.9247.4777, etchdining.com

Grillers ® Surry Hills e Steak House

The first Sydney-side offspring of the popular American steak house has deliv-
ered a little bit of the Midwest to the heart of the harbor city. The impressive
eat-in and take-out menu is a grill lover’s delight, featuring everything from
succulent char-grilled steaks to juicy lamb and pork ribs, all generously sized.
Naturally there’s also a range of cholesterol-laden side orders of onion rings,
hot chips, wedges, and baked potatoes available with all meals. The sampler
plate—consisting of a mini burger, riblets, beef sausage, and char-grilled
chicken breast—is perfect for ravenous camivores, while an innovative selec-
tion of salads should satisfy waistline-conscious herbivores. Mon-Sat
11:30am-10pm, Sun 5:30-9:30pm. $ = 84 Mountain St. (Kelly St.),
02.9281.8588, grillersco.com.au

Gusto Bar & Kitchen e Watsons Bay e Italian

Gusto means “taste” in Italian, and Gusto Bar & Kitchen in Watsons Bay melds
classic Mediterranean and lItalian flavors with an extra dose of tasteful flair.
While patrons gaze out onto the stunning water vistas, they can choose from a
menu of freshly made pastas, risottos, steaks, desserts, and other quintessen-
tially Italian dishes, such as stracchino-filled ravioli with butter and sultana
sauce. With its large tiled outdoor dining area and laid-back cane chairs, come
the weekend this stylish venue is the haven of choice for all the local yummy
mummies and daddies. Tue—Fri noon-3pm and 6-10:30pm, Sat-Sun
8-10:30am. $$$ = 27 Military Rd. (Gap Rd.), 02.9388.8827

Cream Tangerine ® Bondi Beach e Bar

With stunning views of Bondi Beach, this bar offers revelers a deliciously laid-
back place to unwind after a lazy summer day at the beach. From the same
team that brought The Rum Diaries to Sydney, Cream Tangerine boasts seriously
wicked cocktails, including the pifia colada bowl for two, which arrives topped
with roiling blue flames. With two outdoor cocktail bars, plush daybed décor,
and ocean views stretching the length of the first floor of the Swiss Grand
Resort and Spa, this is summertime drinking at its best. For those seeking a
more exclusive venue, the bar also offers indoor and outdoor VIP areas.
Wed-Sun noon-late. = Swiss Grand Resort and Spa, Campbell Parade
(Curlewis St.), 02.9300.8471, creamtangerine.com.au

Goldfish ¢ Kings Cross e Bar

Thanks to a complete refit, this onetime seedy corner pub has emerged from
the pit of obscurity to stake its claim as one of Sydney’s flashiest nightspots.
Previously known as The Goldfish Bowl, this was the place where the city’s
shadiest characters gathered for 24-hour beers and a taste of the Kings Cross
underbelly. But now, the dingy interior and drunken old men have given way to
puffy ottomans, throw cushions, and a decidedly hip, upwardly mobile young
crowd. Cocktails are high on the agenda here, with a killer list of more than 60
offerings from the classics, as well as house specialties such as the Tiki Fizz
and the Funk Rum Swizzle. There’s also a good selection of beers on tap. Daily
5pm-late. = The Crest Hotel, 111 Darlinghurst Rd. (Bayswater Rd.),
02.8354.6630, thegoldfish.com.au

Raval * Surry Hills e Lounge

Above Sydney’s historic Macquarie Hotel—newly reopened as the Econo
Lodge—Raval has quickly become a firm favorite in Sydney’s live entertainment
scene. Inspired by its infamous namesake, Barcelona’s cabaret-filled red-light
district, this intimate cocktail lounge features everything from cabaret and bur-
lesque to theater, smooth jazz, and comedy. Tipping its hat to the 1930s
speakeasy vibe, Raval features a gorgeous Art Deco interior, sumptuous uphol-
stered furniture, subdued lighting, and killer cocktails. For the peckish, tradi-
tional pub fare is served, melded with exotic flavors, while pale ale fans have a
choice of eight award-winning beers from the in-house microbrewery. Mon-Thu
11am—-4am, Fri-Sat 11am—-6am, Sun 1lam-midnight. = 42 Wentworth Ave.
(Goulburn St.), 02.8262.8800, raval.com.au

Ravesi’s Wine Bar ® Bondi Beach ¢ Wine Bar

Overlooking Australia’s most iconic and popular stretches of sand, Ravesi’s is
the perfect place to relax, unwind, and soak up the sun-drenched Bondi vibe.
The product of the first-floor refurbishment of Ravesi’s Hotel, this slick wine bar
with a modernist white interior has added a touch of class to the laid-back
beachside suburb. While the focus is on the vino (a lengthy wine list includes
rare finds such as Argentinean malbec) and the new décor, there’s also a brand-
new menu featuring tapas, tasting plates, and pizza. Grab a glass and join the
local glitterati on the balcony, watching the passing parade of surfers and toast-
ing the end of another glorious day. Mon-Sat noon-3pm and 5:30-late, Sun
9am-4pm. = Ravesi’s Hotel, 118 Campbell Parade (Hall St.), 02.9365.4422,
ravesis.com.au
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Small Bar e City Center e Bar

The appropriately named Small Bar is the first bar of its kind to exploit the city
of Sydney’s “Live Laneways” project, which aims to reanimate derelict alleys in
the CBD. Located in a historical terrace that dates back to 1870, the site has
undergone any number of incarnations over the years, including a domestic res-
idence, a fishmonger, a butcher shop, and a retail outlet. Today, this cozy, no-
frills, hole-in-the-wall bar provides sanctuary from the bustle of city life with its
inviting polished floorboards, homely interior, and modest selection of beer and
wine. Mon-Fri 10:30am-midnight, Sat 5pm-midnight. = 48 Erskine St.
(Sussex St.), 02.9279.0782

The Sugarmill e Kings Cross ® Bar

A throwback to the Kings Cross of old, the Sugarmill rekindles the infamous
bohemian spirit of the Cross with its intricate patterned ceilings, old-school fur-
nishings, and antique tile work. And yet this snug corner pub also demonstrates
more upscale ambitions, seamlessly blending that historic past with more mod-
ern touches like slick, Italian-style, dark-stained bars and vintage leather
booths. The bar also offers eight beers on tap and a good choice of cocktails, as
well as an appealing pub-grub menu. Daily 11am-5am. = 33-37 Darlinghurst
Rd. (Roslyn St.), 02.9368.7333, sugarmill.com.au

Wine Odyssey Australia ® The Rocks e Bar

Walk through the heritage doors of Wine Odyssey Australia in Sydney’s The
Rocks and you’ll embark on a true wine adventure. In the wine journey room,
aficionados can taste-test 44 exceptional Australian wines unlikely to be found
outside the cellar door via a state-of-the-art self-serve pouring system. Since
taste is inextricably linked to smell, in the upstairs aroma room you'll experience
50 wine aromas that will help you give voice to the extraordinary flavors you're
discovering. Finally, in the dimmed theatre room you’ll embark on a sensory
journey through six of Australia’s finest niche wineries—tasting their exquisite
wines as, on screen, some of the producers share their passion, stories, and
secrets. Sun-Wed noon—-10pm, Thu-Sat noon-midnight. = 39-43 Argyle St.
(Harrington St.), 02.8114.0256, wineodyssey.com.au

Classic Sydney Hotels

lhis Sydney King Street Wharf ¢ King Street Wharf ¢ Modern (91 rms)

The Ibis King Street Wharf offers one of the most affordable inner-city hotel
experiences in one of Sydney’s hottest waterfront locations. Just minutes from
Darling Harbour and surrounded by lively restaurants, bars, and cafes, this
eight-story hotel offers 91 rooms, each decorated with funky color schemes (in
red, brown, and white), sleek modern furniture, and plasma-screen TVs; a few
rooms even boast water views. The hotel also features a tapas-style bar and
restaurant (IBistro), a breakfast room, guest laundry services, and covered car
parking. With a starting price of $190 for a standard room, the Ibis King is a
better deal than most of the surrounding hotels, making it the perfect base of
operations for sightseeing, shopping, waterfront strolling, beach bathing, or
indulging in some of the city’s more frenzied nightlife. $ 22 Shelley St. (Erskine
St.), 02.8243.0700, ibishotel.com

Pullman at Sydney Olympic Park e Out-of-City ® Modern (212 rms)
Strategically located in Sydney’s dynamic sports, entertainment, business, and
technology hub, this stylish hotel is fast becoming a popular alternative to the
harborside tourist crush. The sleek hotel cleverly amalgamates ultra-chic design
and modern conveniences with the warmth and friendliness of a small boutique
hotel. The 212 rooms and suites all boast modern design, minimalist furnish-
ings, sweeping panoramic views, and large bathrooms. Guests are able to utilize
a number of other fitness and recreational facilities in the precinct in addition
to the hotel’'s 24-hour high-tech gym, including the Sydney Olympic Aquatic
Centre, a golf driving range, cycling and jogging tracks, and even a trapeze
school. The hotel also offers a range of dining options, including the elegant
Bacar Restaurant and Wine Bar, which features a strongly focused European
menu with a sprinkling of Asian influences. $$ Olympic Blvd. (Dawn Fraser
Ave.), Homebush Bay, 02.8762.1700, accorhotels.com.au

Classic Sydney Restaurants

Baroque Bistro Patisserie ® The Rocks ® French Bistro

Located in the heart of Sydney’s historical Rocks Precinct, the Baroque Bistro
Patisserie is yet another offering from the Charkos family—the creators of the
popular La Renaissance Café Patisserie (also in The Rocks). The bistro is open
daily for breakfast, lunch, and dinner, and its menu features both modern and
traditional French dishes (filet mignon, croque monsieur), as well as a range of
sweet treats from its onsite patisserie. The sleek décor and breezy indoor-
outdoor dining areas bring a certain je ne sais quoi to the raw heritage of the
dazzling harborside setting. Definitely the spot for anyone with stylish aspira-
tions. Daily 8am-midnight. $$$ = 88 George St. (Mill St.), 02.9241.4811,
baroquebistro.com.au

The Beresford e Surry Hills e Italian

The Beresford is back in a big way. This longtime Surry Hills drinking stalwart
has shed its grungy pub image with an opulent Art Deco makeover. The exten-
sive revamp includes a massive bar snaking around the room, ultra-luxe fittings,
and a chic bistro bursting with Italian flavor. With much-lauded Italian chef
Danny Russo at the helm, the bistro oozes the timeless class of a traditional
trattoria. Signature Russo dishes such as squid ink tortellini with crabmeat and
roast tomato are served up daily alongside inspired new creations such as rab-
bit leg with radicchio, chestnuts, and pancetta. The magnificent cuisine, hip
atmosphere, and impressive drinks list mean this place is jam-packed most
weekends. Mon-Tue 6-10pm, Wed-Sun noon-2:30pm and 6-10pm. $$ B =
354 Bourke St. (Fitzroy St.), 02.9357.1111, theberesford.com.au

Carss Park Cafe & Grill  Out-of-City ® Modern Australian
Set amid lush green bushland overlooking the waters of Kogarah Bay, Carss Park
Cafe & Grill provides an idyllic escape from the hustle and bustle of city life.
Open from Wednesday to Sunday for breakfast and lunch, this tranquil restaurant
offers a range of freshly prepared Mod Oz fare. While the breakfast menu covers
all the essentials from eggs, bacon, and mushrooms to raisin toast, fruit salad,
and muesli, the lunch menu offers a choice of light dishes such as ciabatta sand-
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